
Letter from the President 

With the passing of Jim Sharpe, one of the finest members of the 

Pennsylvania Steelhead Association, we are left we a deep sense of 

loss. We will miss Jim not only because he was a good friend to all of 

us but more so for what Jim stood for. 

As a club one of our primary missions is to help ensure access for 

steelhead anglers along Lake Erie tributaries. Jim understood that 

even with the Lake Erie Stamp monies, that are used to increase ac-

cess along streams, we still needed to do more to maintain good rela-

tions with landowners.  

With that in mind Jim was instrumental in developing the Fruit Basket 

Program and represented our club along with volunteers from our 

club and others to deliver these baskets personally. The face to face 

meetings with these land owners showcased to them our sincere 

thanks and were instrumental in identifying any problems with an-

glers that we could address immediately.  

Thanks Jim we will really miss you. 
      Marty Grzasko           
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Meetings 
The PA Steelhead Association holds meet-

ings most months at 7:30 pm the second 

Wednesday of the month at the Ameri-

can Legion Post 773.  The Legion is located 

at 4109 West 12th Street (State Route 5), 

just east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left 

when you walk in. We encourage mem-

bers and the public alike to attend and 

share their views and opinions. Meetings 

focus on items pertaining to the mission 

of the club, fundraising events, and local 

public and political issues affection our 

fisheries. The PFBC is often represented at 

our meetings for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

We hope to see you at a meeting. 

Please join us for our next 

meeting on Mar. 9th, at 7:30 

pm . 
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Men and fish are alike. 

They both get in trouble 

when they open their 

mouths. 



HARRISBURG, Pa. – When sunny days and 

fall foliage tempt the boater in you, don’t forget about 

your life jacket, especially if you are planning to use a 

canoe, kayak or similar small boat. 

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) is 
reminding boaters that beginning November 1 and last-

ing through April 30, they are required to wear a life 
jacket while underway or at anchor on boats less than 

16 feet in length or on any canoe or kayak. The require-
ment applies to all Pennsylvania waters. 
“Life jackets are the most important piece of safety 

equipment on a boat,” says Ryan Walt, PFBC Boating 
and Watercraft Safety Manager. “According to Pennsyl-

vania’s boating accident reports, almost 80 percent of 
all boating fatalities happen to boaters not wearing a life 

jacket. A disproportionate number of the fatalities occur 
during the months of November through April. During 

these cold weather months, boaters are especially at 
risk due to the water temperature and the risk of sudden 
cold water immersion.” 

When a person is unexpectedly plunged into cold water 
below 70ºF, the body’s first response is usually an invol-

untary gasp. Without a life jacket, a victim may inhale 
while under water and drown without coming back to the 

surface. If an individual does make it back to the sur-
face, his ability to swim is usually restricted because of 

a shortness of breath or hyperventilation. 
Individuals who plan to fish, boat or hunt from a boat 
this fall or winter are encouraged to follow these cold 

water survival safety tips: 

 Always wear a life jacket, even when not required. Many 

models also offer insulation from cold air. Read the life jack-

et’s approval label to be sure it’s appropriate for your boating 

activity. 

 Never boat alone. 

 Leave a float plan with family or friends and know the waters 

you plan to boat. 

 Bring a fully charged cell phone with you in case of emergen-

cy. 

 Wear clothing that still insulates when wet, such as fleece, 

polypropylene or other synthetics. 

 If you are about to fall into cold water, cover your mouth and 

nose with your hands. This will reduce the likelihood of inhal-

ing water. 

 If possible, stay with the boat. Get back into or climb on top of 

the boat. 

 While in cold water, do not remove your clothing. 

 If you can’t get out of the water, get into the Heat Escape 

Lessening Posture (HELP). In this position, individuals bring 

their knees to their chest and hug them with their arms. 

 Once out of the water, remove wet clothes and warm up as 

soon as possible. 

 Seek medical attention when necessary. Some effects of 

exposure to cold temperatures can be delayed. 2 

From The Wall 

Just when we thought the winter was over our streams 

are currently locked up with ice making them unfishable 

for now. Now is a good time to inspect all your gear to 

make sure all is in great shape when the streams reo-

pen. 

Just before we had this refreeze we did see a good 

number of jack steelhead in the lower portion of the 

creeks. Once the ice moves out I would anticipate some 

really good fishing for these feisty steel. Last spring we 

saw very few of these jacks which may have been a har-

binger of why the steelhead run this fall was only fair 

and certainly below norms. 

Don’t forget to try fishing in the bay for browns and 

steelhead particularly at the East and West piers and at 

the Ferry Dock location. This fishing can be excellent up 

into the beginning of May when the bass fishing at 

these same locations takes off.  

The fish commission will soon begin stocking smolt 

steelhead in all the streams and in the bay. If you are 

fishing at a location and catching an inordinate number 

of these fish please move to another location. Any smolt 

that you do catch, please release them gently because 

they are our future fishing opportunities.  

Finally we have some great speakers lined up beginning 

with Captain Doug Straub in March. We will also have 

Bob Hetz from 3CU in April with an absolutely AMAZING 

presentation on the beginnings of 3CU. I also hope to 

line up Chuck Murray from the Pa Fish Commission to 

discuss the future of lake and stream fishing based on 

stockings and nets samples. Early indications are that he 

will have some great news. 

Tight lines 

Marty & Rich  

 

Mandatory Life Jacket Requirement  

November 1 through April 30 

http://www.fish.state.pa.us/lifejackets.htm
http://www.fish.state.pa.us/news/2015pr/pfd-mandatory.htm
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I have been retired now for almost 5 years. The 

question I get asked most often is “Don’t you get 

bored”? Well the answer is no! I keep quite busy, 

often more busy than I’d like to be. But since I 

would rather be busy than bored, I deal with it. One 

of the reasons I am never bored is this hobby I de-

veloped during the last nine or ten years. You can 

probably guess that it is fishing. Since my kids first 

bought me a fly rod for Christmas and gave it to me 

early for Steelhead season in November of 2007 I 

have really fallen in love with the sport of fishing. I 

fly fish for Steelhead, Brown Trout, Bass, Muskie, 

pan fish and anything else I get the chance to cast 

for. That includes flats fishing in Florida for Snook, 

Sea Tout and Redfish. I now own 6 fly rods, but 

that is not the only type of fishing I do. In the warm-

er weather I kayak fish all over the place using both 

spinning gear and my fly rod.  

I have found I just love being outdoors and on the 

water, sometimes in the company of others, but of-

ten by myself. So when people ask me what I do 

during the winter, I tell them I stay busy editing the 

PSA TightLines newsletter, sending out email 

blasts and updating the web site for the Pennsylva-

nia Steelhead Association. But then I tell them I 

work out often and still feel the need to get outside 

and cross country ski, snowshoe, and fish when the 

streams are open!  

They often look at me like I have three heads and 

think I am crazy for wanting to stand out in our Erie 

winters waving a stick in the snow and wind. After 

countless people telling me they don’t understand 

how that can be enjoyable, I started thinking about 

why I keep fishing at every opportunity even in the 

cold weather. This is what I came up with. While I 

enjoy tying flies during the winter, I can only sit at 

my fly tying station for so long before I get uncom-

fortable (a herniated disk makes sitting a pain). I 

often long to get outside and breathe the fresh air 

even if it is frigid.  

I know it is cold, I know the water is often low and 

has frozen sections, and I know the fish are often 

lethargic due to the water temperature. But even 

when it is a constant battle to keep my rod guides 

from freezing shut I enjoy the time on the steam 

when the fishing pressure is reduced. I think we 

maybe did too good of a job promoting our wonder-

ful Steelhead fishery because it can get so crowded  

 

it becomes annoying. When you walk a mile to get 

to what used to be a secluded honey spot and you  

round the bend and there are a dozen men and 

women fishing the run you have been dreaming 

about all morning, it can be discouraging. The win-

ter often takes care of that problem. I often find my-

self alone in the most beautiful, picturesque set-

tings imaginable. 

When I started fly fishing I always tried to go with 

my brother or my oldest son because they had fly 

fishing experience and I wanted to constantly pick 

their brains and garner tips to improve my casting 

and presentation. But now, while I still enjoy their 

company, sometimes I just like to get away. I enjoy 

the solitude of the quiet winter stillness and trying 

to figure out where the fish are and how to catch 

them myself. It has instilled a confidence in my abil-

ity to figure out how to read water and get the fly to 

a fish in a natural way that would illicit a strike. That 

ability to put it all together and find success can 

carry over to other areas of your life as well. It nev-

er hurts to feel good about yourself and have a 

positive self-image, after all.  

Often I have been interrupted by a deer crossing 

the creek close to me, a squirrel gathering nuts, or 

a Red Tail hawk pursuing a meal. But I have en-

joyed those interruptions, in fact there are days 

when I tell my wife I hope the fish don’t bother me 

today, and spend more time observing nature and 

taking pictures than seriously fishing.  

Another reason I like winter fishing is it seems like 

the fish aren’t as wary, since they haven’t had the  
            Continued on page 4 
 

Reflections on Why I like to Fish in the Winter 



 Reflections: Continued from previous page  

fishing pressure and had people sloshing 

through their resting spots. So if you approach 

the likely lies with caution and get into the best 

casting position without spooking the fish, they 

are more than ready to hit on a fly that drifts in 

close proximity to their mouth. Since the water 

temperature is so cold the fish won’t go far to 

offer at a fly, but if you read the water and add 

the right weight to get the fly to the right depth, 

success can be had. In the cold, Steelhead of-

ten find the deep slow water to hunker down in 

so having a long leader with the proper 

weighted flies (I like to fish a contrasting tandem 

of flies) and split shot is important. By drifting 

that fly, or live bait if you so desire, close to 

them near the bottom and you often will get that 

wonderful sensation of a tight line. After all they 

say “the tug is the drug” that keeps us coming 

back for more. 

Another reason I like winter fishing is you don’t 

have to be out at the crack of dawn for success. 

It seems the fish are a little more active when 

the sun has been out to warm the water a de-

gree or two. So you can take care of the wife’s 

“honey do” list before you go out in the late 

morning and not end up in the dog house! Of 

course I try to discipline myself to a couple of 

hours and not stay out all day like I tend to do in 

nicer weather. Most importantly you have to 

dress right, keeping the core warm makes for an 

enjoyable time out in Mother Nature’s coldest 

days. A little hand towel or an extra set of gloves 

can help too after you land that big steelhead. 

I tend to use a wading stick more often in the 

winter just because if you fall in you have to stop 

and go home right away to prevent hypothermia. 

If you fall in during hot weather it can actually 

feel good, but 34 degree water takes your 

breath away, why chance it. 

The last reason I like winter fishing is when the 

water takes on that winter green and starts to 

get clearer between run offs you can scout what 

the bottom looks like in your favorite areas to 

help you understand how to fish it when it is off 

color and you are fishing blind. 

 
 

One last thing, if you are into catch and release 
like I am, a few special precautions should be 
taken when landing and releasing a winter fish. 
When the air temperature dips below freezing, 
anglers are often unaware that removing fish 
from the water in freezing temperatures can 
cause damage to the soft tissues of a fish. The 

gills and eyes can freeze when lifted out of the 
water. Please try to limit the air exposure when 
releasing fish. Try to net them and release them 
while keeping them in the water as much as 
possible. 
Don’t let the cold keep you from fishing on those 

days the creeks are open and running. Get out 

and enjoy nature, just prepare for it properly. 

 

Sam Z 
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The dictionary is the only place 

where success comes before work.  
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PA 2016 Adult Trout Stocking Schedules Now Available  
 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (Feb. 1) – The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) announced 
today that the 2016 adult trout stocking schedules are now available online at fishandboat.com and on the 

PFBC’s “FishBoatPA” mobile app. 

Anglers can easily search the trout stocking schedules for locations and dates of interest. To view the list, 

simply go to fishandboat.com, click on the link for Trout Stocking Schedules, select a county and enter 
start and end dates from the calendars at the top of the page. Then press “Go.” 

For anglers with smartphones, an even easier way to view the schedules is through the FishBoatPA app, 

which is available for free from the Apple App and Google Play stores. 

Included in this year’s stocking lists are the Keystone Select Stocked Trout Waters, a new program where 
one water in each of the eight commissioner districts will be stocked with large 14”-20” trout. Select here 

for more information about this exciting new program. 

The 2016 season will open March 26 for the Mentored Youth Trout Day program in 18 southeastern coun-

ties, including: Adams, Berks, Bucks, Chester, Cumberland, Dauphin, Delaware, Franklin, Juniata, Lan-
caster, Lebanon, Lehigh, Montgomery, Northampton, Perry, Philadelphia, Schuylkill and York. 

“This year we are refining the program again based on participant feedback and will allow only kids to 

keep trout,” said PFBC Executive Director John Arway. “This is a very popular program designed to en-

courage adults to take kids fishing, to show them that fishing is fun, and to promote active, outdoor recre-
ation. Adult mentors are encouraged to fish with the children and provide encouragement and tips, but 

we’re asking them to return their catch to the water.” 

A majority of the trout waters will be stocked in advance of the mentored youth days. But some of the wa-

ters may not be stocked in time due to weather, water conditions and scheduling logistics. Also, special 
regulation areas, like Catch and Release Fly-Fishing Only or Delayed Harvest Artificial Lures Only, are 

not included in the mentored youth program. 

“It’s important for anglers to visit the PFBC stocking page for an updated list so they know exactly what 

waters are being stocked,” said Brian Wisner, Director of the PFBC Bureau of Hatcheries. “We don’t want 

mentors and kids inadvertently showing up at waters which have not been stocked.” 

The following weekend – April 2 – kicks off the Regional Opening Day of Trout Season in the same 18 
southeastern counties. 

A second Mentored Youth Day will be held on April 9, the Saturday before the April 16 regular opening 

day of trout season. 

“Without a doubt, the mentored youth program has been a huge success,” added Arway. “More than 
9,200 voluntary youth fishing licenses were sold last year, and another 18,858 mentored youth permits 

were issued. We expect even more mentors and kids to come out this year and participate.” 

To participate, adult anglers (16 years or older) must have a valid fishing license and trout/salmon permit 

and be accompanied by a youth. Youth anglers must obtain a free PFBC-issued permit, or a voluntary 
youth fishing license (only $2.70 including all fees). Both are available at www.GoneFishingPA.com or at 

any of the more than 900 licensing agents across the state. 

For every voluntary youth license sold, the PFBC will receive approximately $5 in federal revenue from 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Sport Fish Restoration Act program, which provides funds to states 
based on a formula that includes the number of licenses a state sells. All revenues earned from a volun-

tary youth fishing license will be dedicated to youth fishing programs. 

The PFBC annually stocks approximately 3.2 million adult trout in more than 700 streams 

and 120 lakes open to public angling. These figures include approximately 2 million rainbow 

trout; 642,000 brown trout; and 522,000 brook trout. As with past practice, the average size 

of the trout produced for stocking is 11 inches in length. In addition to these fish, the PFBC 

plans to stock about 8,500 trophy golden rainbow trout that weigh an average of 1.5 

pounds and measure at least 14 inches long.  

http://www.fishandboat.com/
http://www.fishandboat.com/
http://fbweb.pa.gov/stocking/TroutStockingDetails_GIS.aspx
http://fishandboat.com/fishpub/summary/delayedartificial.html
http://fbweb.pa.gov/stocking/TroutStockingDetails_GIS.aspx
http://www.gonefishingpa.com/
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On The Water 
 

PSA: Our History 

YESTERDAY 
The Pennsylvania Steelhead Association was formed in 
1966 by three avid Steelhead anglers: Joe Egnot, Matt 
Hrycyk, and John Bodner.  Their original goal was to re-
spond to the rash of property postings that were taking 
place at the time on some of the best Steelhead streams 
in Erie County.  They began by gathering together like-
minded fishermen to work on improved landowner rela-
tions as well as improved cooperation with State and lo-
cal governments. 
 
TODAY 
From those humble beginnings, the PSA has grown to 
become a vital player in the protection and preservation 
of the Lake Erie fishery.  Continuing the work of our 
founders the PSA works to improve landowner relations 
and to promote continued cooperation with State and 
local governments.  The current activities of the PSA in-
clude: 
 Landowner Appreciation Fruit Basket Program - 

Each December the PSA, with help from other clubs 
and associations including: Gem City Outdoorsmen, 
NWPA Trout Unlimited, 3-C-U, personally delivers 
holiday fruit baskets to landowners along important 
Steelhead streams who graciously keep their proper-
ty open for Steelhead fishing. 

 Stream Improvement and Enhancements - The PSA 
regularly provides volunteers to stream enhance-
ment and cleanup projects along the important Steel-
head streams in Northwest PA. 

 Youth Fishing - The PSA has sponsored children's fish-
ing outings and clinics to promote fishing in general, 
and Steelhead fishing in particular, among youth and 
children 

 PFBC Input - The PSA maintains excellent dialog and 
cooperation with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission both at the both the local and Statewide 
level.   

 
TOMORROW 
While continuing to work on the important issues the PSA 
currently addresses, we also anticipate the need to be 
involved in important new issues such as the challeng-
es of Marcellus Shale Drilling and Asian Carp and other 
invasive species.  Our ability to influence current and fu-
ture issues important to Steelhead fishermen depends on 
having a strong membership so that our voice can contin-
ue to be heard.  Please consider adding your voice to our 
efforts by joining the PSA today! 

In Memorial 

 

James R. "Jim" Sharpe Jr. passed away on Wednes-
day, February 10, 2016, after a short illness. 
Jim was an avid outdoorsman and a fanatical fly fisher-
man. He was deeply involved with the Steelhead Associa-
tion, and was the leader of the Gem City Fly Tiers. He was 
also a former director of the Gem City Outdoorsman 
Club. Jim was a certified Charter Captain and operated 
Sharpefly Fish Charters. Jim was always willing to volun-
teer for any project and was directly responsible for 
many of us being hopelessly addicted to fly tying, as he 
was so helpful to beginners getting started.  
Jim was very instrumental in organizing and running the 
Landowner Appreciation Fruit Basket Program. He helped 
raise money, buy and deliver over 600 fruit baskets over 
the last 9 years. 
Jim was a tool and die maker and worked for Precise 
Plastic for the past 30 plus years. He was very adept at 
building anything you could imagine to help with fishing, 
boating or any number of other projects. Jim helped de-
sign many of our car rod racks for our fly rods. Jim served 
his country honorably during the Vietnam era aboard the 
USS Bon Homme Richard (CVA-31) aircraft carrier.  
 
Jim will be sorely missed as a member of our Pennsylva-
nia Steelhead Association, but most of all he will be re-
membered as one of the “good guys” who never said no 
when he was asked to help! 
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Winter fly fishing presents a unique set of challenges that 
anglers don’t have to deal with the rest of the year. These 
challenges include cold weather safety, when, how and 
where to find fish and specialized fly fishing gear. For 
those that are willing to put a little extra effort into prepara-
tion and on the water tactics, fly fishing in Colorado (ed. 
Note - or Erie) during the winter can be an extremely re-
warding endeavor that includes uncrowded rivers, beauti-
ful winter scenery and wiling trout. 
 

1.Watch the Weather 
Winter fly fishing is all about timing. Get it wrong and it 
could be a painfully cold day without any fish in the net. Hit 
it on the right day and winter fly fishing brings trout after 
trout to hand. Try to fish on the day leading up to and dur-
ing a storm when clouds prevail. Fly fishing during a snow-
fall can be one the best times to be on the water. These 
days are generally warmer. Bright, clear sunny days after 
a storm tend to be wickedly cold and water temperatures 
plummet, shutting down feeding activity. Several warmer, 
sunny days in row can offer outstanding fishing. 
  

2.Time It right 
  
Don’t bother hitting the water too early. You’ll be cold long 
before things start to happen. The bite doesn’t get going 
until mid to late morning. Focus your efforts later in the 
day and pack a lunch so you’re on the water when the fish 
are eating. Sometimes winter fly fishing success hinges on 
being there during a relatively short feeding window when 
midges hatch. Dead water suddenly comes alive with 
feeding trout. 
  
3.Find Warm Water 
  
During the winter, trout feed only during stable or rising 
water temperatures. A slow metabolism combined with a 
cold snap and they simply will not eat. Rising air temps 
are good up to the point where snow begins melting quick-
ly resulting in a drop in water temperatures. So, in addition 
to carrying a stream thermometer to check water temps 
and following the weather forecast, look for places where 
there may be something that influences water tempera-
tures in favor of feeding trout. Natural examples include 
hot springs while man-made influences such as tailwater 
dams and warm water outflows from water treatment 
plants are a sure bet. 
  
4.Find Deep, Slow Water 
  
Winter fly fishing can be made easier if anglers learn to 
quickly eliminate unproductive water. Since catching fish 
at this time of year hinges not only on the right conditions 
but also finding fish, anglers should be happy to know that 
is the easy part. During the winter, almost all the trout will 
be concentrated in certain areas. Forget shallow, fast  

water until spring rolls around. Slow runs and deep holes 
are where trout stack up. 

 

5. Fish Slow  
 

Covering a lot of water in the winter is usually a mistake. 
Your time is better spent methodically fishing one or two 
large, deep holes. Since you know the fish are there, hole 
hopping might provide a change of scenery but it’s doubt-
ful the bite will be noticeably better. Cover every inch of 
the hole and do it again. When the fish do turn on you’ll 
find there’s no reason to leave. Just by shifting your posi-
tion a step or two, your drift may change just enough that 
you’ll catch fish on nearly every drift while the fish are 
feeding. 
  
6.Lose flies to Catch Fish 
  
There’s no getting around it. In the dead of winter if your 
flies aren’t deep enough you simply won’t catch many fish. 
Trout tend to hug the bottom where flows are slower and 
even fish that are actively feeding are generally not willing 
to move up into the water column a few feet to eat a tiny 
midge larvae. Make sure you’re using a long enough lead-
er and enough weight to get those flies bouncing off the 
bottom. You’ll lose a few flies that snag up on rocks but 
you’ll catch more fish. 
  
7.Lose the Felt 
  
Rubber-soled wading boots may have become popular 
because they don’t spread invasive hitchhikers like felt-
soled boots do but there’s a more practical reason to use 
them during winter fly fishing sessions. Snow tends to 
freeze in large clumps onto wet felt soles making walking 
safely impossible. Rubber soles don’t have this problem 
and simply walking to and from the river becomes a man-
ageable task in deep snow. 
 

8.Dress for the Part 
  
Dress in layers just like you would for any other outdoor 
activity. Avoid cotton clothing of any kind. Synthetics and 
merino wool are the way to go. Fishing specific gloves are 
great but they’re useless if they get wet. Take them off 
before landing or handling a fish. Plan ahead and carry a 
dry bag or pack stuffed with extra dry clothes in the winter. 
Cold, wet clothes will end your day of fishing in a hurry 
and dry, warm ones may save your life. 
  
9.Use Common Sense 
  
Winter fly fishing dictates that you don’t take risks. Cross-
ing the river is simply not worth it if it can’t be done with 
absolute safety. Ice also presents a problem. Standing on 
ice shelves over several feet of 

Ten Winter Fly Fishing Tips     by Brody Henderson 

       Continued on page 8 

http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/winter-fishing
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/fishpond-swift-current-thermometer-fahrenheit-ce
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/list/wading-boots
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/user/brody


March 9th Meeting Program Speaker: 

 

Capt. Doug Straub; FishUSA.com Staff 

Doug Straub writes a blog on FishUSA.com 

and spoke at one of our Steelhead Expo’s.  

We hope Doug will pass on some of his ex-

pertise on spring trolling for steelhead and 

brown trout in Lake Erie and Presque Isle. 

Doug is also quite versed in nearshore fishing 

for Steelhead.  
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water is dumb. Don’t do it. Same with deep wading. If 
you’re in over your knees when it’s below freezing out-
side you are asking for trouble. Often, during winter it’s 
possible to fish without even wading because the rivers 
are very low and deep water is only a short cast away. 
 
10.Don’t Overthink Fly Selection 
  
During the winter fly selection is important but with a 
handful of general patterns most anglers will catch 
plenty of trout. You can easily break it down into a few 
categories and be covered. Carry a robust selection of 
midge larvae and pupae but keep it simple. Trout eat a 
lot of midges during the winter and simple patterns like 
black beauties, disco midges and RS-2s in a few colors 
sized from #18-22 will account for the majority of your 
trout. Carry a few large attractors and stoneflies like 
copper johns, princes, twenty-inchers along with some 
junk flies like worms and eggs. These flies catch fish 
even when no midges are hatching. For the occasional 
riser, Griffith’s Gnats and Parachute Adams will almost 
always work. I like bulky, meaty streamers like heavily 
hackled buggers and Double Bunnies in the winter be-
cause they have a lot of action without requiring a fast 
retrieve. 
  
Give winter fly fishing a try and you’ll see why it can be 
a hard choice when you’re trying to decide whether to 
ski powder or chase trout.  
 
 

"Reprinted with permission of the author Brody Hender-
son"  
Brody is a  Erie County native who grew up fishing  Elk 
Creek before moving out west in 1996. 
See more articles from Brody Henderson at http://
www.vailvalleyanglers.com/guide-brody-henderson  
Brody is a Guide and Content Writer for the Vail Valley 
Anglers operation in the Vail Colorado area. Their web-
siste is: 
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/ 
The shops phone number is 970-926-0900.  

 

 

For a chronology of the PFBC and a column 
entitled Straight Talk Sesquicentennial 
(150th) Anniversary 1866-2015 written by 
Executive Director John Arway go to:  

http://fishandboat.com/
promo/150anniv/150yrAnniversary.pdf 

     Water Pollution Hotline 
 

         1-855-FISH-KIL  

       Frequently Asked Questions:  

What is the hotline I can use to report a 

suspected pollution incident? 1-855-FISH-KIL (1-855-

347-4545)  

What if I think it’s an immediate threat to public safe-

ty or the environment? If you believe it is an immedi-

ate threat to public safety or the environment, dial 911 

or the Department of Environmental Protection’s emer-

gency number at 1-800-541-2050.  

Can I use the hotline to ask other questions or to pro-

vide comments? No. The number is to be used only for 

reporting suspected cases of pollution or fish kills and is 

not meant for general inquires related to license sales, 

boat registrations or other agency issues. For nonemer-

gency questions, please call or visit: 

•     Licensing – (877) 707-4085  

 Boat Registration/Titling – (866) 262-8734, (866-

BoatReg)  

 Boating Safety Education Courses – (888) 723-4741, 

(888-PaFish1)  

 General Questions – (717) 705-7800  

Where do the calls go? Calls are routed to the PFBC’s 

Bureau of Law Enforcement at the Commission’s head-

quarters in Harrisburg.  

http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/guide-brody-henderson
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/guide-brody-henderson
tel:970-926-0900
http://fishandboat.com/promo/150anniv/150yrAnniversary.pdf
http://fishandboat.com/promo/150anniv/150yrAnniversary.pdf
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guys”  

 
Winter Black Stonefly 
Fly Type: Nymph 
Target Species: Steelhead, Brown Trout 
Recommended Region: Any area in the late winter early spring - Great Lakes, Rocky 
Mountains, Smoking Mountains, and Appalachians 
Imitation: Small Winter Stoneflies 
 
Black Stonefly nymphs typical crawl along the bottom and rocks to make their way to 
the shore to emerge or hatch. They get more active when the sun is out and the wa-
ter slightly warms. They often get swept away from the rocks they cling to and are 
floating food for trout.  Dead drifting the nymph near the bottom is the typical way 
to fish it. Stoneflies don’t swim to the surface so they rarely would float near the 
surface.  Adding weight to the fly leader or the fly is important to place it correctly. 
Cast it far enough ahead of the area the fish are holding in to allow it time to sink 
near the bottom. 

Bead Head Variation 

Small Winter Black Stonefly 
Recipe 
Hook:  Sizes 14 or 16 Nymph hook such as a TMC 3761, 

Daiichi 1560, or Mustad 3906B 
Bead (Optional):  7/64” Black   
Thread:  Black 6/0 
Weight (optional):  Lead Wire .015 Diameter 
Tail, Abdomen and Wingcase: Dyed black pheasant tail 
fibers 
Thorax and Legs: Dyed black pheasant tail fibers 
 

Instructions: 
1.  Pinch down the barb on the hook and if using a 

bead, slip it on small hole first. 
2.  Starting near the eye of the hook, start your black 

thread and wrap down the hook shank to the bend. 
If you are using a bead and want more weight wrap 
a few turns of wire behind the bead and cover with 
thread.   

3.  Tie in a clump of black pheasant tail fiber for a tail.  
They should be slightly less than ½ hook shank 
length. Use just a couple of thread turns on the fi-
bers and then advance your thread up about 2/3 of 
the way toward the eye. 

4.  Now wrap the pheasant tail fibers from the tie in 
point up the hook shank to the hanging thread and 
tie off so that the remaining fibers are on the top of 
the hook (to be used as the wing case). Fold the 
fibers back and wrap over slightly to hold in place. 

5.  Now tie in another clump of pheasant tail fibers, 
tips forward, (these will form the legs when folded 

back). Wrap the thread back to the first clump of 
fibers and slightly overlap. Try to keep the second 
clump of fibers separate from the first. 

6.  Run the thread back up toward the eye or bead and 
then make turns with the fibers around the hook 
shank to form a thorax slightly bigger than the ab-
domen. Tie off and trim the excess. 

7.  Now try to separate the tips that will form the legs 
evenly on each side and pull back and slightly 
down. Now pull the first clump of fibers over the 
hook eye to form a wingcase. Tie off behind the eye 
or bead and wrap a few turn to hold it and the legs 
in place. 

8.  Half hitch or whip finish and add a drop of head 
cement. 
 

Optional Clear Cure Goo Head 
If you want the wingcase to stand out a little more, use a 
dab of Clear Cure Goo with the UV light to give it a little 
sparkle and make it more durable. This is similar to the 
Copper John nymph pattern.  
 

These early black stoneflies are members of the family 
Capniidae are sometimes known as “snowflies.” One thing 
to keep in mind while tying this pattern is that they have a 
slim profile, which is why I like to tie it without a bead. 
Typically this fly is dead drifted like most nymphs. It is 
often fished as part of a tandem with a larger attractor 
pattern. Maybe with an Egg pattern or a hotspot nymph. 
This fly is a simplified pheasant tail nymph, without the 
wire rib or peacock herl thorax. The pattern was designed 
to be a fast easy tie, using only a hook, thread and one 
type of material! 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead


P. O. Box 29577 Parma, OH 44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

 

817-706-2506 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach   
 

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

“Public Access along Pennsylvania’s  

Lake Erie Shoreline” 

While Pennsylvania may not contain much of Lake 

Erie’s coastline, several beautiful public access loca-

tions are situated along Pennsylvania’s 76 miles Lake 

Erie shoreline.  From State Game Lands 314 and Rac-

coon Creek Park in Springfield Township to Freeport 

Beach and the North East Township Community Con-

servation Park at Twentymile Creek in North East 

Township, public access and recreational opportuni-

ties have never been easier.  In addition, Erie Bluffs 

State Park contains over 500 acres of lakefront access; 

Avonia Beach in Fairview Township maintains a gor-

geous lakefront park; Girard Township boasts the 

newly improved Lake Erie Community Park with beach 

access, hiking and picnicking; the PA Fish and Boat 

Commission maintains two marina’s along the shore-

line at Walnut Creek and in North East.  Other access 

areas include Elk Creek Access Area in Girard, Law-

rence Park Boat Launch, Presque Isle State Park, 

Shades Beach Park and Shorewood Park in Har-

borcreek Township, East Avenue Boat Launch and 

Lampe Marina and campground in the City of Erie and 

others.  Activities ranging from fishing, kayaking, bird-

ing, hiking, boating, hunting, geocaching, beach glass 

collecting, picnicking, and site-seeing are possible at 

one or many of these areas.  As spring turns into sum-

mer and people begin planning weekend excursions, 

it’s nice to be reminded that great public access and 

recreational opportunities along Lake Erie are not far 

from home.    
 

Jake Moore 
Environmental Planner II 
Pennsylvania DEP  
Coastal Resources Management Program 

http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/

