
! bƻǘ CƻǊ tǊƻŬǘ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǝƻƴ 

 

th .ƻȄ ууфн 9ǊƛŜΣ t! мсрлр 

ǿǿǿΦt!{ǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘΦŎƻƳ 

ƛƴŦƻϪǇŀǎǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘΦŎƻƳ 
aŜŜǝƴƎǎ 

¢ƘŜ t! {ǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƳŜŜǘπ

ƛƴƎǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀǘ тΥол ǇƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

[ŜƎƛƻƴ tƻǎǘ ттоΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ 

пмлф ²Ŝǎǘ мнǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ό{ǘŀǘŜ wƻǳǘŜ рύΣ Ƨǳǎǘ 

Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǊƛŜ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ  

²Ŝ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ 

ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴΦ ²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎΦ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 

ƛǘŜƳǎ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ 

ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

tC./ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

¢ƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ŀ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мпΣ ŀǘ  

тΥол ǇΦƳΦ  

Tɯʍ ˥ɰˏwʟ ˏ˧˞ɼesɽeʋ ˋʦ ˁɯʍ 
ˉuˁh˛rʟ  ᴗ ʆᴏiʫɳeʟ c˛ntˉ˔ɶeʋ 
˔ʘ ˁ˓iʟ ɶˏwˀɳʍᴝˏʞ ˉɼʍ ʘᴈ 
ɶeɨeɽsˉˠʳ˗ʦ ˁɯʍ ˥ɰˏʤ ᴗ ˁɯʍ 
ǶA. Sɾɫʮʶɯeaʋ Aɽsoˌiaˢi˛ʘ. 
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When in doubt,  

Exaggerate!  

 

[ŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
 

  !ǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǝƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ǊŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴΦ 
  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ κ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ   
!ƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǝƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴ 
ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
  .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜ нлмуΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǎǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻȊŜƴ ς ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻȊŜƴΦ 
  ¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ Cƭȅ CƛǎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ .ǊŜŎƪǎǾƛƭƭŜ hƘƛƻ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
нлǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŬǎƘƛƴƎΦ 
  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƛǎ ¢ƘŜ Cƭȅ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ {ƘƻǿΣ ƛƴ 9Řƛǎƻƴ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƅȅ ŬǎƘŜǊπ
ƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΣ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ т ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ т ǎƘƻǿǎΦ 
  tŜƴƴΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǎ ²Ŝǎǘ ¢Ǌƻǳǘ ¦ƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ŀōƛƴ CŜǾŜǊ 
ǎƘƻǿΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ 
5ŀƭŜ CƻƎƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜǿ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƘƻǿΦ 
¢ƘŜ t{! ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ aƛƪŜ CŜƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǊŀƉŜ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ 
ƛƴ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎ CǊǳƛǘ .ŀǎƪŜǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƘŜƭƭƻ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {²t! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀǧŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ              ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ нΣ /ƻƭΦ нύ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ нлму 



 

 

 bŀƳŜ                          hŶŎŜ                         

 aŀǊƪ {ƛƎƴƻǊƛƴƻ         tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ     

 aŀǊǘȅ DǊȊŀǎƪƻ          ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ           

 /ƘǊƛǎ CŀǝŎŀ                ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ                

 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .ŜŎƪ                {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ                  

                  .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

    WΦ¢Φ 5ŀǾƛǎ  wƻƎŜǊ [ŀǝƳŜǊ             
    wƻƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ       CǊŀƴƪ {ƛŎƛŎŎƘƛǘŀƴƻ           
    IŀǊƻƭŘ {ƛƳƳƻƴǎ    !ƭ ²ŀǊƴŜǊ    
    YŀǊƭ ²ŜƛȄƭƳŀƴƴ               {ŀƳ ½ŀŎƻǳǊ                      

PSA Board of Directors and Officers  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭ 

²ƛƴǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜΦ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊπ

ŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƘƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŘƛƎƛǘǎ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǳǇǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ р ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ 

ǎƴƻǿ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 9ǊƛŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 

ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ мс ƳƛƭŜ ŎǊŜŜƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜŜǇ ǎƴƻǿ 

ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǎǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ŘǊŀπ

ƳŀǝŎŀƭƭȅΦ LŎŜ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀȅ 

ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƴǳǘ /ǊŜŜƪ ƳŀǊƛƴŀ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘ 

ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ƛƴǎǳƭŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǊƻǳǎΦ  

²ƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŎƻƭŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛŎŜ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŘŀƛƭȅΦ 

LŎŜ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŀǎǎƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƧƛƎǎΣ ƅƛŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŀƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƪŜƛƴΣ ŜƎƎ ǎŀŎƪǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ōŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ Ƴƛƴπ

ƴƻǿǎΦ .ŜǊƪƭŜȅ tƻǿŜǊ Ƴƛƴƴƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ 

ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǘ ŬǎƘ ƭƛǾŜ ƳƛƴƴƻǿǎΦ {Ƴŀƭƭ ƧƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǎǇƻƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

ǾŜǊǝŎŀƭ ƘŀǊŘ ōŀƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜΦ 

! ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛŎŜ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

ǊƻŘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǊƻŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ п ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

ƘƻǾŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ƅǳƻǊƻŎŀǊōƻƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ 

ƘŜƭǇ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǘŎƘ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ ! 

ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ŘƛǇǇŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƴŜŎŜǎπ

ǎŀǊȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊȅΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻƻƪ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

Ǝŀũ ǘƘŜƳΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǇŀǝŜƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘŜŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘŜŜƭƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ŀŎǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

ǇǊƻǇŜƭ ƛǘ ǳǇǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǳƎŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ bƛƭǎ 

!ǳƎŜǊΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ŜũƻǊǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ƛǎ н ŦŜŜǘ ǘƘƛŎƪΦ tƻǿŜǊ ŀǳƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ  

   ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴύ 

  
ό[ŜǧŜǊ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ   ŎƻƴǘΦ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ 

 
 !ƭǎƻ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀƭƭŜȅŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 
DƛǊŀǊŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ǊƛŜ t! /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ .ƻŀǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀπ
ǝƻƴΦ  [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŬǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǿŀƭƭŜȅŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ŭƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǊŜŜȊŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ 
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Clearfield County Access Area Closed for Construction 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (Dec. 22) ï The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission is alerting 
anglers and boaters who use the Frenchville/Deer Creek access area in Graham Township, 
Clearfield County, that the facility will be closed until next summer while improvements are 
made to the site. 
The project is expected to last approximately 7 months. The access area is tentatively scheduled to reopen to the 
public by the end of July 2018. 
ñThe existing entrance road for the access area follows the abandoned highway alignment and has a severe cut-
back which requires a 3-point turn with a steep drop off to enter the access area,ò said Michele Jacoby, Director 
of the PFBC Bureau of Engineering. ñAdditionally, parking is limited for the site. The property will be temporarily 
closed in order to improve public safety and make general site improvements.ò 
The project includes realigning the entrance road from State Route 1009, improving the turnaround area, adding 
additional parking and installing a concrete boat ramp. Also, the gravel parking area will be made larger to ac-
commodate seven parking spaces for trailered boats.   
ñThe improvements will benefit our customers who use the site for canoeing and kayaking and will also provide a 
new access for customers with trailered boats,ò added Jacoby. 

Media Contact: 

Eric Levis, Press Secretary 

717.705.7806 or elevis@pa.gov 

 

Pa Lake Erie Tributary Landowner Appreciation Fruit Baskets   

For those that are not familiar with this program. In 2007 a few local fisherman gave fruit baskets 
to a hand full of land owners around Christmas for letting us fish on their land. In 2008 the same 
group went to the Gem City Outdoorsmen Club, Northwest Pa TU and the Pa Steelhead Asso-
ciation and asked for donations. The program grew over the years and on December 16th, 2017 a 
group of volunteers met at Heartland for Breakfast before delivering 85 baskets to show apprecia-
tion for those that allow access to streams on their property. The 85 baskets cost $30.00 each and 
totaled $2,550! 
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 Restoring a Lake Ontario Native    by Justin DiRado 
December 21, 2017   (Eds. Note: Justin is the new Social Media Manager at FishUSA) 
 

Atlantic Salmon were once a thriving species in eastern North America, with a wide range and high abun-
dance in many waterways along the Canadian and northern U.S. coastlines. Freshwater, or landlocked, 
populations were also found in many inland waters; none more extensive than the Lake Ontario water-
shed. Historically, the St. Lawrence River provided migratory fish like Atlantic Salmon a route between 
Lake Ontario and the Atlantic Ocean. However, it is widely believed that most salmon comprising the origi-
nal Lake Ontario population migrated between the Lake and its tributaries, completing their entire life cycle 
in freshwater. The Oswego River system, which encompassed hundreds of miles of streams and rivers 
and incorporated many of the Finger Lakes in central New York, represented the most complicated and 
extensive network of waters inhabited by Atlantic Salmon. The fish provided local Native Americans an 
abundant and easily accessible food source, especially when the fish entered tributaries in the summer 
and fall to spawn. Salmon were easily speared, netted, and caught by the hundreds in a single night. Un-
fortunately, it was their easy access and capture that helped lead to their demise. 

 
European settlers also found Atlantic Salmon to be a great food source and as they expanded throughout 
the Lake Ontario and central New York regions, exploitation began to unfold. Overfishing and other symp-
toms of human expansion, such as habitat loss, damming of tributaries, logging, and introduction of inva-
sive species, all contributed to a declining salmon population in the region. With reduced access to inland 
spawning habitat in tributaries, the species could not complete its life cycle. Further, Alewife became es-
tablished in Lake Ontario by the mid-1800s and became the dominant forage species for top native preda-
tors such as Atlantic Salmon and Lake Trout. Alewife contain an enzyme (thiaminase) which breaks down 
vitamin B1; a necessary component to proper salmon egg and juvenile development. Overexposure of thi-
aminase can negatively impact most, if not all, trout and salmon species and Atlantic Salmon are the most 
susceptible to the enzyme. In extreme cases, exposure can impact adult motor functions and survival 
(these symptoms were most recently seen in lethargic and dying Steelhead in tributaries of Lake Ontario in 
the past several years, most notably in 2015). Improper egg and juvenile development brought on by thia-
minase exposure contributed to a declining Atlantic Salmon population throughout the 1800ôs. Despite ear-
ly hatchery propagation efforts, thiaminase exposure and other factors (i.e. habitat loss, overfishing, etc.) 
ultimately lead to the extirpation of the species from the Lake Ontario system by 1900. 

 
Interest in restoring Atlantic Salmon would grow and shrink throughout the 1900s. A number of restoration 
and reintroduction efforts were attempted to repopulate Lake Ontario with Atlantic Salmon. Many of these 
efforts yielded few or no results in terms of adult salmon returning to the tributaries in which they were 
originally stocked as juveniles. Alewife populations swelled, other invasive and exotic species became es-
tablished, inland development continued to change the landscape, and access to tributary spawning habi-
tat was still limited by dams. In the late 1960ôs, Pacific salmon and steelhead were stocked in Lake Ontario 
to control the Alewife population. Since this time, Chinook and Coho Salmon, and Steelhead became es-
tablished in many of the tributaries once inhabited by Atlantic Salmon, with hatchery stocking and wild re-
production now contributing to a world-class salmonid fishery. With the advent of this new fishery and the 
limited success with Atlantic Salmon, much attention was drawn away from efforts to restore the native 
species. While the niche of the top pelagic predators in the Lake shifted from Atlantic Salmon to Pacific 
salmonids, other aspects of the Lake Ontario ecosystem were also changing. Species like Round Gobies 
were introduced, many dam permits were not relicensed and the barriers were removed from tributaries, 
and conservation interests came to the forefront for many individuals. These changes, among many oth-
ers, were starting to alter the landscape for the better in terms of blazing a trail for renewed interest in re-
storing Atlantic Salmon. 

 
Fast forward to the 21st century: angler groups, conservation organizations, state and federal agencies 
are now realizing the economic, social, political, and recreational benefits of reintroducing a native preda-
tory sportfish into the new Lake Ontario ecosystem. In the early 2000ôs, the United States Geological Sur-
vey renewed stocking and evaluation of Atlantic Salmon to Lake Ontario and its tributaries. For the first 
time in over a century, the first naturally reproduced Atlantic Salmon was confirmed in the Salmon River in 
the eastern Lake Ontario basin in 2009. Natural reproduction would be confirmed off and on for the next 
few years in this tributary that historically contributed a considerable number of fish to the overall Atlantic 
Salmon population in the Lake. While the number of natural individuals was low and the results were  
                     (continued on next page) 
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limited, it was nonetheless an encouraging breakthrough for Atlantic Salmon reintroduction efforts. The 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation would come to contribute smolts to the Lake 
Ontario system; fish that had previously been stocked in other inland waters to offer put-and-take fisheries. 
Angler groups such as the Fish Creek Atlantic Salmon Club, who has now been stocking salmon finger-
lings in other tributaries for 20 years, were gaining notoriety for their volunteer efforts. Additionally, efforts 
from the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources were contributing a number of resources to Atlantic Salmon 
reintroduction on the Canadian side of the Lake. 

 
Today, results of these combined efforts can be seen in the increasing number of adult salmon caught in 
the Lake and tributary recreational fisheries. Creel surveys indicate that Atlantic Salmon still contribute a 
small overall number of the adult salmonids in the Lake Ontario fishery, but their presence has not gone 
unnoticed by anglers. There is still a long way to go in terms of reintroduction and evaluation efforts, and it 
will take a strong dedication by a number of stakeholders to truly make this a success story. But the stage 
has been set; the ever-changing Lake Ontario environment has shown that it can once again offer Atlantic 
Salmon the improved conditions they require for survival. This species deserves attention as a native 
member of the Lake Ontario fishery with a storied history in the region. Adding Atlantic Salmon to the sport 
fishery will yield more opportunities for anglers to pursue. With a legendary reputation as one of the pound
-for-pound hardest fighting sportfish (often held in even higher regard than Steelhead) and given the moni-
ker ñKing of Fishò, this species deserves some room in the water. 
 
 
About the author: Justin completed his Bachelorôs degree at Penn State University and his Masterôs 

degree at the State University of New York Col-

lege of Environmental Science and Forestry 

(SUNY-ESF) in Syracuse, NY, both of which he 

majored in Fish and Wildlife Biology and Man-

agement. For his Masterôs thesis, Justin re-

searched growth, survival, and tributary habitat 

suitability for juvenile Atlantic Salmon in the cen-

tral New York region of the Lake Ontario water-

shed. He also worked with and completed re-

search on Atlantic Salmon, Rainbow Trout, 

Brown Trout, Chinook and Coho Salmon (among 

other species) while working for the U.S. Geologi-

cal Survey in Cortland, NY. He is a lifetime trout 

and Steelhead angler, working and fishing 

throughout the northeast U.S. Most important, he 

wears his figurative fishing hat before all others 

as fishing has been the driver of all his career 

pursuits.   
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The more I learn about 
fishing the more I real-

ize how much more I 
have to learn about 

fishing ! 

https://www.fishusa.com/Learn/
https://www.fishusa.com/
mailto:justin@fishusa.com
https://www.facebook.com/FishUSA
https://twitter.com/FishUSA
https://www.instagram.com/fishusa
https://www.youtube.com/FishUSA


 

The PA Steelhead Association 

would like to thank our  

Sponsors and Contributors  

for their help in putting on our  

2017 Fall Run Banquet. Please 

support those that support us!  
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Events: 
 

2018 Northern Ohio Fly Fishing Expo 
North Coast Fly Fishers 
 

Saturday, January 20, 2018  

at 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM EST 

Cuyahoga Valley Career Center 
8001 Brecksville Rd, Brecksville, Ohio 44141 

 

Details 
The Expo is a gathering of fly fishing enthusi-
asts, including guides, vendors, artists, rod 
makers, schools, clubs, fly tiers, and experts. 
24 Seminar presentations are planned includ-
ing presentations by George Daniel, author of 
"Dynamic Nymphing." Come and learn from 
the experts, tie your first fly, practice casting, 
and shop for gear. Raffles and auctions offer 
great prizes. Food available at our concession. 
Parking is free.  
 
$10 cash admission fee for adults. $5 for 
youth. Children 12 and under are free. Active 
duty and separated military with ID are free. 
 
Featuring: 
�x�� George Daniel, author of  �³�'�\�Q�D�P�L�F��

�1�\�P�S�K�L�Q�J�´ 
�x�� Special guest, Dennis Potter, featuring 
the Vise Logic Tying Theater 

�x�� Demonstrations by John Rochus and other 
celebrity and club tiers 

Much more coming soon!! 
 
The Expo includes: 
�x�� Fishing Seminars 
�x�� Demonstrations by celebrity fly tiers 
�x�� Fly casting demonstrations and mini les-
sons 

�x�� Beginning fly tying 
�x�� Vendors of fishing gear, tying supplies, 
books, classes, fly fishing schools, guiding 
services, and trips 


