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Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association holds meet-

ings most months at 7:30 pm the second 

Wednesday of the month at the American 

Legion Post 773.  The Legion is located at 

4109 West 12th Street (State Route 5), just 

east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left 

when you walk in. We encourage members 

and the public alike to attend and share 

their views and opinions. Meetings focus on 

items pertaining to the mission of the club, 

fundraising events, and local public and 

political issues affection our fisheries. The 

PFBC is often represented at our meetings 

for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

We hope to see you at a meeting. 

Please join us for our next 

meeting on February 14, at  

7:30 p.m.  

 

The views expressed by the 
authors  of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the view of the 
PA. Steelhead Association. 
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Game fish are too valuable to 
be caught only once. 

- Lee Wulff  

 

Letter from our President 
 

This has certainly been one of the strangest winters I can remember. 
 
  Our January meeting was cancelled several days out, thinking the single 
digit temperatures and snow would keep people at home.  What a differ-
ence a week can make.  Hindsight is 20-20. 
 
  The cabin fever has set in by this time, except for the ice fishermen, who 
have had a lot of success in the time they have been able to get out on the 
ice.  There have been lots of reports of steelhead taken, along with the crap-
pie, perch and walleye that are targeted. 
 
  No matter what type of gear you use, there are numerous fishing shows 
throughout the region.  In December I attended a presentation by Roger 
Hinchcliff, a sales rep for Lamiglass and the man behind The Steelhead Mani-
festo.  Roger gave a great talk on general gear set up and proper presenta-
tion.  The material presented applied to center pins, spin and fly guys. 
 
      (Continued on Page 2, Col. 2) 
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PSA Board of Directors and Officers  From the Wall 

So far this winter the steelhead fishing has been hit and 

misses. There have not been any ice fishing opportunities 

on Lake Erie because the ice floes area drifting in and 

away from the shoreline depending on wind direction. 

It’s likely that this will continue for the duration of this 

winter with occasional warm days followed by extremely 

cold weather followed by another warmup. As of this 

writing (February 1st) all of the tribs have some amount 

of ice cover. 

Whenever there is a thaw like we experienced the week-

end of January 27th and 28th the fishing can be ABSO-

LUTELY FANTASTIC. 

Very large schools of chrome steelhead were at all the 

stream mouths and in the lower sections of Walnut and 

Elk Creeks. These fish were feeding very aggressively on 

all of the usual baits including jigs, spawn sacks, power 

minnows and even Power Bait. The crowds were minimal 

making the experience that much more satisfying. 

The current weather forecast is calling for more artic air 

for a few days followed by typical February weather. My 

expectation for the steelhead fishing during the months 

of March and early April is to be really great because of 

the numbers we have seen during the brief meltdowns.  

This is a good time to make sure all your equipment in 

good order and ready for the spring runs. 

See you on the wall! Tight Lines, 

 

Marty and Rich 

  

 
 
(Letter From the President   cont. from page 1) 

 
  In February and March there will be plenty of shows 
and seminars within driving distance for most of our 
members.  Edison New Jersey, Columbus Ohio, Detroit 
Michigan, Buffalo New York and Harrisburg, Lancaster, 
Pittsburgh & Erie all have shows. 
 
  I’m hoping by next month, all the ice will be clear 
(again) and discussion will turn to end of the year steel-
head fishing while planning trips for trout & early season 
bass. 
 

              
 Mark S. 
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

Sgt. Jim Smolko: 814-572-0078 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central & Western Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
(Note: The Walnut Creek office is the best # to call to report  

poachers since they know who is working and where.) 
 

NW Regional Office: 814-337-0444 

 

Life is simple,  

Just add Water! 

http://www.crowleysrestaurant.com/
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01/22/2018 

New Licensing System Will Provide Mobile Solutions for Anglers 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (Jan. 22) – A new licensing services contract signed last week 
by the Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) will deliver a benefit long sought by the 
agency – the ability for anglers to easily purchase fishing licenses from their 
smartphones and retain the license images on their devices to use as a proof of purchase. 
PFBC Executive Director John Arway has been seeking a more modern, mobile friendly customer sales 
platform for years, and one that would also help bolster sales by enabling marketing staff to segment 
customer data and develop targeted messages to specific groups.  
“We collect a lot of customer data that we’d love to use in our marketing efforts, but haven’t had the ca-
pabilities until now,” Arway said. “The new licensing service will provide a host of visual analytical tools, 
allowing us to see in real time key metrics like buying patterns or sales by age group and gender. We 
can then use the information to tailor specific messages to these customer groups and improve our 
sales.” 
For example, say that metrics show that most women purchase their licenses over weekends. Market-
ing emails and social media posts could be scheduled during that time only, likely increasing sales op-
portunities. 
Nashville-based Sovereign Sportsman Solutions (S3) was awarded the 10-year contract and provided a 
demonstration of the system today to the board of Fish and Boat commissioners during their quarterly 
business meeting.  
The transition to the new system is expected to take about a year to implement. 
The new contract also contains a provision to promote Pennsylvania’s fishing opportunities through the 
company’s sister organization Sovereign Sportsman Network, which produces an Emmy award-winning 
outdoor TV series. The company will film and broadcast several videos for the agency.   
 

Media Contacts:  
 

PFBC - Eric Levis, Press Secretary 
717.705.7806 or elevis@pa.gov 

PSA February 14th membership meeting Program Speaker: 
  

Sara Stahlman 

Extension Leader 

Pennsylvania Sea Grant 
Sara Stahlman is the Extension Leader for Pennsylvania Sea Grant. She earned 

her bachelor’s in biology with a minor in psychology from Penn State Behrend in 

Erie Pennsylvania, and her master’s degree in biology from Shippensburg Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania. Sara specializes in Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) and 

works to provide education and outreach to users on preventing the spread of 

invasive species, early detection, and rapidly responding to new infestations.  

Sara’s presentation will discuss the invasive species Asian Carp, and discuss 

where they came from, how they got here, and the problems they can cause for 

our Great Lakes region.  
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 Winter Steelheading 
(Editor’s note: The following article is made up of excerpts taken with permission from Karl Weixlmann’s book “Great Lakes Steel-

head Salmon & Tout: Essential Techniques for Fly Fishing the Tributaries”. Published by Stackpole Books in 2009.) 

  

As tributary temperatures drop below 42 degrees, steelhead start to drop back from the heads of 

pools and stronger currents into deeper and slower pools. As a steelhead's metabolism slows down 

and water temperatures drop, it seeks out the slowest-moving water available that still offers depth or 

cover. Whereas you might have found fall fish in fast runs, chutes, and pocketwater, they now prefer 

backeddies, pool guts, pool flats, slow-moving tailouts, moderate flowing runs, and the slow water be-

hind current breaks or ledges.  

The metabolic rate of steelhead can differ between individual fish during winter months. Fresh-run 

winter steelhead recently migrated from the big lake still have high metabolism rates and may remain 

in a semi-migrating mode. Some fish have been in the river for months and have slowed down their 

metabolic rates, dropping back into tailout flats and taking holding positions where they do not have to 

expend a lot of energy.  

The one great aspect of winter steelheading, the one great glory that comes from braving the ele-

ments, is that steelhead will still eat a fly in subfreezing weather. I've had good fishing even with 

stream temperatures reading 33 degrees and chunks of ice and slush in the stream. They may not be 

the big-number days of the fall, but the fish are there, and they can be caught even under the most 

adverse conditions.  

Air temperatures that hover in the lower twenties the previous night usually produce surface slush in 

the flow at first light, so hitting the water this time is usually a waste of time. I like to wait at until about 

midmorning before venturing out on bright, sunny days during the colder winter months. Ice buildup in 

rod guides will also be less severe. The sun has been up for a couple of hours, raising air and water 

temperatures by several degrees, becoming more favorable to the fish and the angler. The best winter 

fly-fishing conditions normally occur in the early afternoon, after slush and ice have had time to melt 

and a couple of degrees rise in water temperature stirs the fish into feeding. Look for dark-colored bot-

toms, which absorb the winter sun, giving warmth and life to the stream.  

Steelhead continue to feed during winter, 

mostly on smaller food items such as 

midge larvae, tiny black stoneflies, caddis 

pupae, and salmon and steelhead eggs, 

much like a stream-resident rainbow 

trout. Good winter techniques include 

short-line indicator nymphing in slow-

moving pools and bottom-bouncing in 

deep, slow runs. Thin, level running lines 

build up less ice on the line and rod 

guides and shoot better in harsh condi-

tions. Slinky rigs or heavy shot are some-

times needed to penetrate slush and ice 

flows.  

Winter steelheading is a game of finesse, 

where tiny flies, minuscule tippets, and 

repeated drifts are needed to entice le-

thargic fish. In addition to nymphing with 

4X or 5X tippets and size 16 to 20 black 

stonefly, green caddis, black or red 

midge larvae imitations, and small egg 

patterns, I've also had good success drift-

ing small soft—hackles under an indica-
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tor. The soft, webby partridge hackle moves enticingly in subtle currents and can trigger lethargic fish 

in cold water.  

Winter steelhead all have different metabolic rates. Fish that entered the tributary during the fall have 

resided in the stream for a longer period of time, and as the water temperature drops, so does the 

steelhead's metabolic rate. Steelhead that have recently entered a tributary still have the predatory 

impulse to chase and eat baitfish. Every winter, we catch steelhead on streamers in water tempera-

tures from the low to mid-30s; temperatures that I used to think were too cold for steelhead to eat 

streamers. 

In late winter, drift flies upstream or downstream from large gravel areas that soon attract spawning 

fish. Large alpha bucks stage near spawning areas in deep, slow tailouts and pool guts upstream or 

downstream from large spawning riffles. During milder winter weather, they can drop back and hit the 

gravel all winter long. 

Sunny days in late winter can raise water temperatures and trigger massive hatches of early stoneflies 
that clamber all over the snowbanks along the stream's edge and in turn trigger feeding fish. After 
swatting a few of these stoneflies off the back of your neck, you realize that spring is finally awakening 
life from the earth. As stream temperatures rise above 40 degrees, the steelhead's metabolism in-
creases, daylight photoperiods lengthen, and the spring spawn commences. 

 
 

Winter Gear Storage: 

I recently read a short but informative article by Philip Monahan from the Midcurrent fly fishing news-
letter. You can read the whole thing at: https://midcurrent.com/experts/winter-gear-storage-tips/  
The article was in response to the question: Looks like I’m done fishing for the year. Any tips on 

the best way to store my gear? 

A short summary of the answer is listed below. 
 
You can prolong the useful life of all of your angling stuff by storing it properly for the long winter by: 
 

Washing your Rods them thoroughly with a hose, or take them into the shower with you. Use an 
old toothbrush to lightly scrub the hardware to get the grit out of the reel-seat threads. Scrub 
the cork to remove a lot of its discoloring. Dry the rod, and then put it in its sock and tube & 
store horizontally. Leaving the end caps off the tubes allows the rods to “breathe” and to ensure 
heat or moisture doesn’t build up inside. 

 
Wash Reels thoroughly, taking them apart to ensure you’ve removed all dirt, salt, or grime. Use 

soapy water and a toothbrush. Rinse and dry thoroughly, making sure you turn the reel parts 
several times during drying to make sure all the water gets out. Before storing, back the drag 
off completely to take pressure off the drag materials. 

 
Take Fly Lines off the reel, clean with the manufacturer ’s recommended solution, and then 

wipe them clean with a rag. Check for damage to the line. 
 
Air out Waders and Boots completely and make sure they are completely dry. Check for leaks 

and make any repairs. Hang boot-foot waders upside down by the boots. 
 
Open all your Fly Boxes and let everything inside dry completely before storage. 

  
Phil Monahan is a former Alaskan guide and was the long-time editor of American Angler maga-
zine. He's now a columnist for MidCurrent and writes and edits the fly-fishing blog at OrvisNews.com. 
You can email your fly fishing questions to him at ask@midcurrent.com.  
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Tippet Rings - What are They and How to Use Them 
 

In the past year I have been using Tippet Rings more and more. What is a tippet ring you might ask? 
A tippet ring is a very tiny circular ring that can save you time and money out on the water. Tippet rings 
are tiny metal rings, made of nickel alloy, that are intended to be tied to the end of your leader. Instead of 
attaching tippet material directly to the body of the leader, the tippet ring serves as the connection be-
tween your tippet material and your leader. Because of their tiny size (2mm, 2.5mm and 3mm diameter 
are most common) and construction, tippet rings 
float, making them viable for fishing nymphs and 
dries. They are plenty strong enough, as tippet 
rings are rated at 25-45 lbs. 
The tippet ring can be used when fly fishing in 
many ways depending on the depth, type of fishing, 
species you are targeting.  
Typically, I use a tippet ring when I’m nymphing 
with an indicator. When Steelhead fishing I use 9.0’ 
2x  or 3x leader and will cut about 2 feet of the tip-
pet off of the leader and tie the tippet ring into the 
leader with a basic clinch knot. Then, I will take the 
tippet that I cut off the leader and tie a clinch knot 
onto the tippet ring. After that, I will tie on my first fly 
and then if using a tandem rig attach another piece 
of tippet to the hook of the first fly. 
 

What are the advantages of using tippets rings? 
 

We can use Tippet rings to extend the life of our leaders and save money. Also a Tippet ring may create 
a better angle for the flies to drop into the water column in the feeding lane. A tippet ring can be used to 
create connection points for droppers. This creates better angles for the nymphs, 
as they can be tied off on tag ends. Instead of chopping that leader up and quickly 
needing to buy a new one, you can modify your store-bought leader with a tippet 
ring and make it last you months at a time.  
Steelhead like to hold in deeper water along the bottom. This results in lots of lost 
flies from snags and re-tying leaders and sometimes totally re-rigging. Another 
benefit is how easily you can change out tippet sizes, you can change that 3x tip-
pet and put on 5x without having to build out your leader and tie multiple double 
surgeons. You can keep using the same leader because you are just changing the 
tippet and not putting a bunch of knots in the leader. Which in the end will save 
you the time of completely re-rigging but also save you money on buying 
new leaders.  
 

Disadvantages I haven’t noticed any negative issues with the rings when fishing except that they collect 
algae like any knot does, and you can’t slide a strike indicator past the ring when nymphing. 
You have to be careful where you tie on your tippet ring in the rig. Depending on what type of indicator 
you use, if the tippet ring is set 4 feet into the leader and then you begin to fish a shallow run and want to 
adjust your indicator to 3 feet, you can’t because then the tippet ring will be on the wrong side. So think 
about the type of water you will be fishing when building your tippet ring into the leader. If you have an 
indicator that is easy to take on and off this isn’t much of a problem. The biggest problem is they are so 
tiny it is easy to drop and lose them when first tying them on. When the owner of the old Ultimate Angler 
Fly Shop in Millcreek, Steve Brugger, showed me how to tie them on while they were still on the swivel 
holder/connector they came packaged on before sliding it off, that solved the problem. 
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We would like to introduce and welcome the  

following new members to our club: 
  

New members: 

 

James Pfeiffer  

Justin DiRado (FishUSA) 

 

The Fisherman's Prayer 

 

 

 

 

God grant that I may live to fish 
until my dying day, 

and when my Final Cast is made 
I most humbly pray, 

when in the Lord's landing net I 
am peacefully asleep, 

that in His Mercy, I may be judged 
"As Good Enough To Keep". 

 

Penn’s Woods West Trout 
Unlimited Chapter hosting: 
 

Cabin Fever 
March 4, 2018 @ 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

 

LARGE EXHIBIT SPACE: 

Over 60 Exhibitors including fly tiers, guide 

services, rod builders, fly shops, and rod & 

reel manufacturers. 

Q&A SESSIONS: 

Informative seminars on fly fishing techniques. 

INTERACTIVE DEMOS: 

Fly casting demonstrations for all skill levels 

HANDS ON TYING: 

Fly tying demonstrations and a kids table set 

up so they can tie their own flies! 

FLEA MARKET TABLE: 

Flea market area for great deals on vintage 

tackle and a chance to sell some of your old 

gear your wife says you have to much of. 

THE BEST EXPERTS AND EXHIBITORS: 

Cabin Fever is shaping up to be the best ex-

hibitor experience we have ever had. With well 

known speakers, interactive demos and a 

great selection of guides and manufacturers, 

attendance is expected to be very high. 

Venue: 

Doubletree by Hilton 
910 Sheraton Drive Mars, PA 16046  
Phone: (724) 776-6900 
 
 

There is no such  
thing as too much 

equipment.  

http://pwwtu.org/cabinfever.html#


An update on the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative from Rebecca Held, GLRI Region-

al Coordinator 
 

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) has been a critical program to accelerate the 

restoration and protection of the Great Lakes. NOAA is one of seventeen federal agencies 

working together on the GLRI, along with states, tribes, universities, local governments, and 

NGOs. Since FY10, Congress has appropriated over $2.5 billion in GLRI funding, and the 

Initiative continues to attract bipartisan support from lawmakers across the basin. Although 

we are still waiting on the FY18 budget, committee markups in both the Senate and House 

have allocated $300 million for the GLRI, consistent with historic funding levels. 
 

Work funded through the GLRI is guided by Action Plans. We are currently in Action Plan II, 

which runs from FY15 – FY19, and have begun planning for Action Plan III (which will guide 

work from FY20 – FY24). The third Action Plan will likely retain the five main Focus Areas of 

the current Action Plan: Toxic Substances and Areas of Concern, Invasive Species, Non-

point Source Pollution Impacts on Nearshore Health, Habitat and Species, and Adap-

tive Management/Education. Over the next year and a half, federal agencies will draft 

the next Action Plan with input from other stakeholders and the public. 
 

Since the start of the GLRI, NOAA has received over $183 million in funding across four line 

offices for a range of work including habitat restoration, environmental education, water qual-

ity modeling and monitoring, and developing decision support tools. NOAA’s Great Lakes 

Environmental Research Laboratory (GLERL) has received significant GLRI funding for both 

short- and long-term projects including harmful algal bloom (HAB) modeling and monitoring, 

invasive species risk assessments, updating the GLANSIS database, Cooperative Science 

and Monitoring Initiative (CSMI) work, and developing decision support tools. Please 

contact me (rebecca.held@noaa.gov) for additional information on the GLRI.  

 

Great Lakes in winter: Water levels and ice cover 
January 18, 2018 by Nicole Rice  

The Great Lakes, along with their connecting waterways and watersheds, make up the larg-

est lake system on the planet—more than 20% of the world’s surface freshwater! Water lev-

els on the lakes change in response to a number of factors, and these changes can happen 

quickly. Changing water levels can have both positive and negative impacts on shipping, 

fisheries, tourism, and coastal infrastructure like roads, piers, and wetlands. 

Currently, water levels on all of the Great Lakes are above their monthly averages, and 

have been developing since the spring of 2013, when a record-setting two-year rise in wa-

ter levels began on the upper Great Lakes. Extreme conditions in spring of 2017 produced 

flooding and widespread damage at the downstream end of the basin—Lake Ontario and the 

St. Lawrence River. In case you missed it, check out our infographic on this flooding event. 
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https://noaa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f1d0eb18d4ae900a5b004296&id=1d591b4426&e=67cca675e4
https://noaa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f1d0eb18d4ae900a5b004296&id=b7891634ea&e=67cca675e4
https://noaa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f1d0eb18d4ae900a5b004296&id=75d9170d98&e=67cca675e4
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https://noaa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f1d0eb18d4ae900a5b004296&id=b3a80b0d7b&e=67cca675e4
https://noaa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f1d0eb18d4ae900a5b004296&id=6eaea2a2f3&e=67cca675e4
https://noaa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f1d0eb18d4ae900a5b004296&id=6eaea2a2f3&e=67cca675e4
mailto:rebecca.held@noaa.gov?subject=NOAA%20GLRI
https://noaaglerl.blog/2018/01/18/great-lakes-in-winter-water-levels-and-ice-cover/
https://noaaglerl.blog/author/nicolerice2/
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/wlevels/#observations
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/wlevels/#observations
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/wlevels/#observations
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/pubs/brochures/Lake_Ontario_Infographic.png


 

 

So, what’s happening now that it’s winter? 
 

As we entered the late fall-early winter of 2017-2018, a warm weather pattern had forecast-

ers looking toward a fairly warm winter. However, in late December, the conditions changed 

and a much colder than normal weather pattern took many folks living in the Great Lakes by 

surprise. Much like how water levels can change quickly in the Great Lakes, so can ice cov-

er. Due to frigid air temperatures, between December 20 and January 7, total ice cover on 

the lakes jumped 26.3%. Lake Erie alone jumped up to nearly 90%! 

After January 7th, ice coverage dropped a bit as the air temperatures warmed, then rose 

again as temperatures went back down, showing again how vulnerable the lakes are to 

even the slightest changes. Compare where we are now to where we were 2 years ago at 

this time, and you’ll easily see how variable seasonal ice cover can be in the Great Lakes. 
 

What’s the outlook for ice and water levels? 
 

Below, you’ll find what GLERL researchers expect to see for ice cover this winter, as well as 

the U.S. Army Corps’ water levels forecast into Spring 2018. Be sure to read further to find 

out more about the science that goes into these predictions! 
 

—GLERL’s 2018 Seasonal Ice Cover Projection for the Great Lakes— 
 

On 1/3/2018, NOAA’s Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory updated the maxi-

mum 2018 Great Lakes basin wide ice cover projection to 60%. The long-term average is 

55%. The updated forecast reflects changes in teleconnection patterns (large air masses 

that determine our regional weather) since early December 2017—movement from a strong 

to a weak La Nina, a negative to a positive Pacific Decadal Oscillation, and a positive to a 

negative North Atlantic Oscillation. These patterns combine to create colder than average 

conditions for the Great Lakes. 
 

—Water Levels forecast into spring 2018— 
 

According to the most recent weekly water level update from the U.S. Army Corps, water 

levels for all of the Great Lakes continue to be above monthly average levels and above last 

year’s levels at this time. All of the lakes have declined in the last month.  Note that ice de-

veloping in the channels and on the lake surface can cause large changes in daily levels 

during the winter, especially for Lake St. Clair. Over the next month, Lake Superior and 

Lake Michigan-Huron are expected to continue their seasonal decline. Lake St. Clair, Lake 

Erie, Lake Ontario are expected to begin their seasonal rise. 
 

How does winter ice cover affect water levels? 
 

As mentioned in the recently released Quarterly Climate Impacts and Outlook for the Great 

Lakes, water levels in the Great Lakes tend to decline in late fall and early winter, 

mainly due to reduced runoff and streamflow combined with higher over-lake evaporation 

caused by the temperature difference between air and water. Factors such as surface water 

temperatures, long stretches of cold or warm air temperatures, and winds all impact the 

amount of lake ice cover as well as extreme winter events, such as lake-effect snow—
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https://coastwatch.glerl.noaa.gov/glsea/cur/glsea_cur.png
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https://noaaglerl.blog/2017/12/04/lake-effect-snow/


Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 
“Estaz Egg” Pattern 

 
 Egg flies are popular because 
they are easy to tie, fairly 
cheap to buy, and often very 
effective. In late winter when 
the water starts to warm up, 
the fish start to feed more ag-
gressively on egg patterns, 
which make them very popu-
lar. These are typically 
bounced along the bottom of 

the stream on a dead drift, adjusting your split shot so 
you are near the bottom but still letting it roll along. A 
colored or brass bead head can be added but most of 
the ones I tie up are without a bead. The wide variety 
of bright colors that these are often tied with make 
them useful as a great dirty water Steelhead pattern. 
Tie them big and bright for dirty water, smaller and 
softer colors for clear. 
While browsing the internet I have seen this type of 
fly called an Estaz Egg pattern, a Blob, a Krystal Egg 
Pattern and the Fritz Egg. The terms Blob and Fritz 
seem to come from England or Scotland, while the 
others originate here in the states. In the Great Lakes 
region this great steelhead egg pattern has been credit-
ed to Orvis Endorsed Michigan guide, Chuck Haw-
kins. Called the Estaz egg or Krystal Egg, this fly has 
been a proven producer. It has been claimed it will out
-produce standard globug egg patterns just about all 
the time. With a few strands of Krystal flash tied on as 
a tail, the Estaz egg becomes the "Krystal Egg". The 
Fly Fishing Info Center from Fly Mart Online credited 
commercial tier Jeff "Bear" Andrews for making this 
popular throughout the Great Lakes and their tribs. It 
is well suited to stained water conditions, when bright 
colors shine, and in clearer water colors like Peach 
and Biscuit work well. 
There are even more possible materials to use in mak-
ing this fly than the names we found for it. It is basi-
cally core wrapped Mylar. Many are made opalescent 
or translucent to have egg like properties. Similar ma-
terials are listed as Cactus Chenille, Crystal Chenille, 
Pearl Chenille, Estaz, and the newest import from 
Scotland - Flybox’s UV Gel Core Fritz and Flybox T-
15. They claim that theirs is designed for fly tying 
while many of the others were from the textile indus-
try. They feature a gel core so the fibers supposedly 
will not fall out when tying, as will some chenilles. 
The dying process is pressurized to ensure color con-
sistency right down to the core rope. 
UV Gel Core Fritz resembles Crystal Chenille but is 
softer, it has fibers in two directions off of the core. 

15MM Fritz is comes in a myriad of colors from soft 
pastels such peach and coral to bright fluorescent yel-
low, pink and hot orange, it is tied with fibers in only 
one direction on the core.  Many tiers blend different 
colors in unique combinations.  I learned to tie a 
bright color like Fluorescent Sunburst as the main 
body and then use just a little T-15 Translucent UV 
White as a veil in front from FishUSA fly material 
buyer Nick Swanson.  
 
Material List:  
Hook:  size 10-16, short shank, strong or heavy wire 

scud hook such as a TMC 2457, Daiichi mod-
els 1150 or 1120, or Dia-Riki 135  

Weight: 6 wraps of lead wire 
Thread: 6/0 uni-thread orange, (other contrasting col-
ors such as red, pink or chartreuse to imitate a yolk) 
Tail: Two strands of pear l, holographic or  rainbow 
Krystal flash 
Body: Flybox UV Gel Core Fr itz Fluorescent Sun-

burst (other colors I tried: Fl. Cor-
al and Original Biscuit) 

Veil: Flybox T-15 Translucent UV White  
 
 
 
 
Tying Instructions: 
 

1.  Start by wrapping a good thread base from be-
hind the eye to the bend of the hook. 

2.  Tie in Two strands of pearl, holographic or 
rainbow Krystal flash by doubling it around 
the thread. Trim to about the length of the 
hook shank.  

3.  Strip the fibers off one end of the Fritz and tie 
in place, run your thread up to about an eye 
length behind the eye. As you wind the body 
forward push and pack each wrap back tight 
against the previous wraps, simply “sweep 
back" the fibers after each turn. Use your fin-
gers to stroke the individual fibers rearward to 
avoid accidently tying them down.   

4.  How many turns depends on the size of the 
hook and how big of an “egg” you want. For 
big bright eggs to use in stained water 4 or 5 
wraps on a larger hook would work. But for 
smaller flies for clear water 3 and a half turns 
seem to be enough. Pinch and hold the Fritz in 
place at the tie off point, tie off with a couple 
wraps and a half hitch.   

5.  Again strip off the fibers of the Translucent UV 
White T-15 and tie in place. Just one and a 
half wrap is enough to give it a veiled look. 
Tie off and secure. 

 
 (continued on top of next page) 
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6.  Build up a slightly oversized head of bright or fluorescent thread to serve as an additional trigger point. Secure 

with half-hitches or whip finish. Add a drop of head cement. 
 
Fly Type: Eggs are usually fished as like nymph, dead dr ifted in a tandem r ing with another  egg pattern of  
   different size and color, or behind a heavy bead head nymph. 
Target Species: Steelhead, Trout, Bass, Pan fish  
Recommended Region: Anywhere in streams, still lakes, ponds, etc. 
Imitation: The eggs of the spawning fish 
 

 FL Coral UV Gel  FL Sunburst UV    
Core Fritz; & T-15  Core Fritz; & T-15 

  Translucent UV   Translucent UV 
  White; White thread; White; FL  orange  

 No tail   Thread & Pearl 
   Krystal Flash tail 

 

If any Steelhead Association members have questions about a fly or wish to see a fly featured in this column of the 

newsletter send an email to info@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly by Night Guy” in the subject line!   
             Edited by S. Zacour 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This fish is one of 4 caught on the Original Biscuit and UV White Estaz Egg or Fritz fly on Feb. 1, 2018 
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T-15 Translucent 

Original Biscuit; & T

-15 Translucent UV 

White; White thread; 

No tail  

FL Sunburst UV Gel 
Core Fritz; & T-15 
Translucent UV White; 
FL orange thread;  
No tail  

Rumpf Estaz Opales-
cent Dark Blue; T-15 
Translucent UV 
White; Blue Thread 
& Pearl Krystal 
Flash Tail 

Rumpf Estaz Opales-
cent Dark Blue; T-15 
Translucent UV 
White; Chartreuse 
Thread & Pearl 
Krystal Flash Tail 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pasteelhead.com   
  

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

Click on links below to visit their site. 
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http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html  

724-239-3855  

info@conveyorspecialties.com 

29 Kearns Spur | Bentleyville, PA 15314 |  

Fax: 724-239-3854 

P.O. Box 436, Zelienople,PA 16063 
 
Phone: (412) 734-3856 
Toll Free: (800) 801-3746 
Fax Number: (412) 894-9082 
 
General Information: fast-
info@witkosupplies.com  
Sales: sales@witkosupplies.com  

817-706-2506 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach   

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

 

ErieVacationRental.Com  
Address: 3210 W 39th St, Erie, PA 16506  

Email: McErieVacationRental@gmail.com 

Phone: 814.580.8430 

  Keystone Anglers Guide Service 
 

Website: http://www.keystoneanglersguideservice.com/  
e-Mail: keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com  

Address: 6415 Old Route 8 North, Butler Pa 16002 

Email: keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com 

Phone Number: 724-766-3196 

 

 

 

P. O. Box 29577  

  Parma, OH 44129 

 

 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

Erie County Outfitters 

 
Drew Burt  & Jared McClay 

Hand Crafted Fishing Nets 

814-460-5165 or 814-504-2399 

ErieCountyOutfitters@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/ErieCountyOutfitters 

5022 Hamot St., McKean, PA 16426 

FishUSA Regular Customer Service Hours:  
Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - 7:00 pm EST 
Saturday & Sunday: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm EST  
Website:  https://www.fishusa.com/  Phone: 800-922-1219 

http://www.pasteelhead.com/
http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html
mailto:info@conveyorspecialties.com
mailto:fast-info@witkosupplies.com
mailto:fast-info@witkosupplies.com
mailto:sales@witkosupplies.com
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/mcerie/home
mailto:McErieVacationRental@gmail.com
http://www.keystoneanglersguideservice.com/
mailto:keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com
mailto:keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com
http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
mailto:ErieCountyOutfitters@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ErieCountyOutfitters

