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Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association holds meet-

ings most months at 7:30 pm the second 

Wednesday of the month at the American 

Legion Post 773.  The Legion is located at 

4109 West 12th Street (State Route 5), just 

east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left 

when you walk in. We encourage members 

and the public alike to attend and share 

their views and opinions. Meetings focus on 

items pertaining to the mission of the club, 

fundraising events, and local public and 

political issues affection our fisheries. The 

PFBC is often represented at our meetings 

for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

We hope to see you at a meeting. 

Please join us for our next meeting 

on December 14th, at 7:30 pm.  

The views expressed by the 
authors  of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the view of the 
PA. Steelhead Association. 
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A PUBLICATION OF THE PA STEELHEAD ASSOCIATION 

 

December 2016 

At The December General 
Meeting the PSA will provide 
Pizza & Wings for the mem-

bers, with a Cash Bar! 

 

Letter from the President 
 

“Changing of the Guard” (but not the direction) 

Some elections are a total surprise, i.e. 2016 Presidential Election.  Well, I find myself in 

that position, but happily I accept and look forward to continuing on the same path that 

Marty Grzasko has lead us.  Thanks to Marty, the PSA has moved forward, making a larger 

footprint, to give direction to myself, as I strive to present the club in a more visible environ-

ment in the Steelhead Fishing community.  “Thanks, Marty!” 

Since being one of the founding members, way back when, but not being an active 

member until just recently, I have a lot to learn and will need shoulders to lean on from 

time to time.  Although not an active member for some time, I have been active in the Steel-

head Fishing community and with 3CU.  I have been observant in watching our Steelhead 

population decline, fewer fish stocked in the right places, less return of fish, and smaller 

(size) fish in the fall return, while the access of available property has increased for the an-

gling public.  “Private”, closed to the public, access has also increased.   There may be public 

access fishing property available, but if anglers have to cross “private” closed property, it 

makes the “open” property useless.   

So not only does the angling public have to contend with this problem, but also with the 

weather (which we can’t control), that has been a contributing factor in the reduction of the 

success rate for the fishermen.  Water levels have been low, and when we do get rain and 

the flow increases, the streams have been choked with leaves and debris.   Being optimistic 

that the increased flow rate from the rains will enhance the return of the Steelhead, we are 

left scratching our heads, asking “where are the fish?”  The low return of Steelhead has a 

direct impact on the economic base for Erie County and the surrounding area.   

Membership year ending December 31, 2017 

Continued on Page 2, column 2 



In the past, tourism in Erie County closed down after Labor 

Day, but with the advent of the Steelhead fishery, the tourism 

impact on Erie County was extended into the fall, winter and ear-

ly spring of the next year.   We need to stop this decline and bring 

the Steelhead fishery back to a sustainable level that continues to 

impact, in a positive way, the economic base of Erie County and 

surrounding area. 

So (and I know you have heard this before), I am hopeful that 

PSA can work closer with the Pennsylvania Fish Commission, 

SONS, 3CU, local politicians, land owners, the local bait & tackle 

shops, and fishing guides, all of whom I will be asking for input, so 

that we, as a club, can get more attention to our needs to stop 

this decline of our Steelhead fishery.   

I will be asking our members to take more responsibility in 

promoting our agenda, and hopefully we, as a club, can achieve 

some more forward movement, bringing the Steelhead fishery 

back to levels we saw 3 and 4 years ago and/or exceeding that 

level. 

For all persons that read our newsletter, if you have any in-
put that will help us achieve our goals, I am all ears.  I can be con-
tacted at rocla@roadrunner.com. 

So with that said, please support 3CU by purchasing the 

“Button.”  Also, for current members, we need your support by 

“getting involved.”  To new persons reading this newsletter, 

“Please JOIN!” There is strength in numbers! 

Again, thanks to Marty Grzasko for getting PSA moving in a 

forward direction.  I have some pretty big shoes to fill, but with 

help, I do believe we will be able to have an impact on improving 

the Steelhead fishery in Erie County. 
 

Roger Latimer 

President 

Pennsylvania Steelhead Association 

Letter about our past President 
 

Marty Grzasko has been the President of the Pennsylvania 
Steelhead Association for the past year and a half or so. In 
assuming a leadership role with the PSA Marty helped resur-
rect the organization from a catatonic state. The PSA was 
about to fold due to a lack of people interested in leading the 
club and taking responsibility of organizing and running 
meetings and creating agendas. Marty did a credible job of 
leading the PSA back to being a vibrant organization working 
toward the greater good of the local fishery. Marty has just 
recently chosen to resign from the post of PSA President due 
to personal issues. 
As the editor of this newsletter I would like to publicly thank 
Marty for his work to help restore the PSA to being a relevant 
organization that gets involved in many aspects of the Erie 
Steelhead Valley. We have done a number of projects to help 
keep the area a popular place for people to spend their time 
and money, as well as helping keep the environment clean. 
Marty played a vital role in getting more people involved with 
the PSA and keeping the club in contact with the authorities 
that make policy decisions regarding our fishery. 
My only hope is others step forward to continue his and our 
work of being a voice of the fishermen and women that love 
Steelhead fishing. We need many more and younger people 
that have the same commitment and energy that Marty had. 
I encourage everyone who knows Marty to thank him for the 
services he performed and for rejuvenating the PSA. Thanks, 
Marty for a job well done! 
 

Recently board member Roger Latimer was appointed by the 
board as the new president . 
 

S. Zacour 
PSA Board Member & TightLines Editor 

From The Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While 3CU suffered some fish loses from a mi-

croscopic parasite, Ich, they were able to bring 

it under control. They now have over 70,000 

Steelhead that area doing great, as well as 

some Brown Trout and Brookies. The Steelhead 

have filled up both the Mission and the Mitch-

ell raceways.  
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Name                          Office                         

President                    Roger Latimer             

Dan Pastore               Vice President           

Chris Fatica                Treasurer                

Daniel Beck                Secretary                  

                 Board Members 

J.T. Davis  Marty Grzasko            

Herb Knightlinger               Ron Miller              

Frank Sicicchitano              Mark Signorino      

Harold (Skip) Simmons     Karl Weixelman     

Sam Zacour                              

PSA Board of Directors and Officers  

Letter from the President - continued from page 1 

mailto:rocla@roadrunner.com
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My brother and I were fishing on a local stream recently 

when a gentleman across from us started asking a few 

questions. They were simple at first and did not require 

much of an effort to answer.  We fished alongside each 

other for over an hour during which my brother and I each 

landed a nice Steelhead and lost a couple of others. When 

it was time to leave our new acquaintance asked if we 

minded answering a few more questions. We both an-

swered “of course not” and he proceeded to ask about 

why we fished the tailout of the hole, what flies we used 

and if we tied our own flies, among other questions. He 

kept saying “I hope you don’t mind all the questions” as if 

he was bothering us. I have always enjoyed sharing any 

knowledge I may have (probably a remnant of 35 years of 

teaching high school) and actually enjoyed the exchange.  
 

Two days later while I hadn’t given that exchange any 
more thought I received an email from the gentleman. He 
remembered I had mentioned the PA Steelhead Associa-
tion and that I was involved with the TightLines news-
letter, so he went on line and checked out our website and 
read the sample of the digital TightLines newsletter on the 
home page. He used the email address of our association 
to reach me. He again thanked us for answering his ques-
tions and told me he liked my article on why I like Fly Fish-
ing and being outdoors. He ended his email with this: “To 
me sharing knowledge, or tricks is part of the 
fun........learning something new is what makes it enjoya-
ble...........granted some people don't like to be bothered, 
but most are more than happy to share a tip or two. It 
amazes me how many people are afraid to admit that 
someone knows more than themselves..........in some cas-
es they may not want to bother someone, but I think most 
are reluctant to ask for help. My point being, "thanks for 
the lesson Sam" to you and your brother..........it helped 
make my day by learning something from you both.  I 
hope you both have a great season going forward.” 
 

After reading that email it made me wonder why he would 
go to such great lengths to thank us. Was it that unusual 
for someone on the water to be willing to help another by 
sharing a little knowledge? We certainly didn’t tell him 
anything earth shattering. I got to thinking about those 
that helped me along the way, how the late Jim Sharpe 
always seemed to have time to answer questions while I 
was starting out. Others at the now closed Erie Ultimate 
Angler fly shop like Jim Simonelli, JT Davis, Don Tammaro 
and the former owner Steve Brugger always seemed to 
have time to answer my questions on casting, mending, or 

fly tying. It seemed to me that many I have dealt with in 
the fly fishing industry are very willing to share their 
knowledge and enthusiasm for the sport. But then I 
thought about some of the curmudgeons I have passed on 
the stream that won’t acknowledge you with more than a 
grunt, for fear that if they were friendly you might horn in 
on their spot and spoil their day.  
 

If we want our sport to thrive and keep pressure on the 
legislature to help protect access to the water we love, 
shouldn’t we all be willing to mentor others? If we are 
friendly and make people feel comfortable asking ques-
tions we could more easily pass on our knowledge and 
promote our sport. Teachable moments exist all the time 
on the stream, whether it be about techniques such as 
mending your line, fighting a fish or maybe a piece of ad-
vice on stream etiquette. I found it very rewarding to have 
received such a random, but complimentary email, and 
would like to be a resource for those less experienced or 
knowledgeable than I.  
 

Of course that doesn’t mean offering advice or help when 
it is obviously not 
wanted. But does it 
hurt to offer to net a 
fellow fisherman’s 
fish? Lots of people 
have questions about 
line management, 
reading the water or 
likely fish lies. Will it 
take away from our 
enjoyment for the day if we pause to offer some guid-
ance? I don’t think so, and it could also make you feel 
good about helping someone else enjoy the sport of fly 
fishing as much as you do! When I received that email 
from the fisherman on Elk I got a feeling comparable to 
when I land a nine pound Steelhead. 
 

The days of finding your own honey hole where we can 
get completely away from others during peak Steelhead 
season have gone the way of the dinosaur. So why not be 
friendly to all we meet on the stream and if they seem to 
need a little help, don’t be afraid to offer some. Don’t be 
afraid to start a conversation. It could help relieve tension 
and let the other guy know you’re not a bad guy, and you 
are approachable if he sees you doing something he needs 
advice with. You can be quiet, polite and courteous and 
still reach out to people and help others enjoy our beauti-
ful fishery as much as we do. 
 

S. Zacour 
   3 

Reflections: Have some Knowledge? Pass it On! 

Photo Credit: Karl Weixlmann 
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Fall Run Banquet 

The PSA Fall Run Ban-
quet November 5th was a Big Suc-

cess 

  

 

The 2016 Fall Run Banquet held at Crowley's Restau-
rant to honor Bob Hetz of 3CU was a big success. 
Attendance was around 85 people who all had a 
chance at a lot of great Silent Auction Items. Several 
door prizes were also awarded. Bob Hetz was hon-
ored for his efforts during 50 years of raising millions 
of fish (Steelhead, Browns, and Brookies) for our lo-
cal waters, and maintaining 4 and 5 raceways at a 
time. He received a beautiful Steelhead and Brown 
Trout Nature Table made by local artist John Ballard 
of Ballard Woods in Northeast, PA. It was well de-
served and long overdue! 

Board member, International Coastal Cleanup Coordi-
nator, and TightLines Newsletter editor Sam Zacour 
was also honored with the 2016 PSA Angler Award. 
Long time contributor Rich Sherwin was honored for 
his many contributions as well, but since Rich could 
not be in attendance, his award will be presented at 
the next meeting he attends! 

Many thanks to those who helped pull off the ban-
quet, especially organizers Frank Scicchitano and JT 
Davis. Also providing help setting up, at the door and 
handling money and merchandise were Chris Fatica, 
Mike Felege, Ron Miller, Roger Latimer, Marty Grzas-
ko, Mark Signorino, Sam Zacour and presenter Skip 
Simmons. 

We also would like to show our appreciation for our 
Ace Fly Tying demonstrators John Baker, Roger Lati-
mer and Josh Seltenberger. 

 

Also many thanks to our many sponsors and donors 
especially FishUSA! 

Please Support our Sponsors! 

Sponsors & Vendors 
 
Fairview Evergreen & Nursery Fish USA 

Poor Richards   Field & Stream 

Marty Grzasko   Matt Impoliti 

Heartland   All Aboard Restaurant 

Avonia Tavern   Steelhead Inn  

Vernondale Motel  Golden Triangle Motel 

Yellow Jacket Café  The Barracks 

Karl Weixlmann   Julie Szur 

Odis 12 Bar & Grille  Erie Sports Store 

1201 Kitchen   Plymouth Tavern 

Lee Steadman   Edinboro Outdoors 

Creekside Grille   Patti’s Pizza 

Millcreek Brewery  Erie Otters 

Scott J.M. Lim, D.O.  ROCLA Enterprises 

Folly’s End Campground Stringer Fingers 

FishUSA Vendors:  Redington 

         St. Croix 

 
The following are a few of the pictures from the banquet: 
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On The Water  

 

Plastic fibers emerge as Great Lakes pollutant 
By Kate Habrel | October 26, 2016 

A recent study found that micro plastic pollution in the Great Lakes comes from more than just the beads in consumer 

products like face wash. 

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) study also identified three other  categories – fragments, foams and fibers. Frag-

ments are broken pieces of larger plastics, foams are filmy ma-

terials like bags and fibers include fishing line, rope and other 

fine materials. 

Austin Baldwin, a hydrologist with the agency, led the study to 

find out if there were multiple types of microplastics and where 

they could be found. He sampled 29 Great Lakes tributaries dur-

ing the spring of 2014 and 2015. 
 

“Of those categories, by far we saw the most fibers,” Baldwin 

said. “About 72 percent of the particles we sampled were these 

fibers.” 

Baldwin expected to find higher concentrations of microplastics 

near urban watersheds. For the most part, he did. However, fi-

bers didn’t follow any pattern of distribution. They were found 

in high concentrations in urban and agricultural watersheds. 

Further testing will determine what effect the fibers have on the 

Great Lakes environment. 

“They’re definitely ingested by fish and other organisms,” Bald-

win said. “Whether that has a real impact on fish health is still 

being debated in the studies.” 

Baldwin’s study was published in Environmental Science & 

Technology, a peer-reviewed journal. His work has sparked 

new interest in microplastics – particularly fibers. 

Two related studies are underway to help scientists further understand microplastics’ distribution through the Great 

Lakes. One focuses on Lake 

Michigan and Lake Erie. 

“We’re looking for micro-

plastics in the sediment,” 

said Steven Corsi, a research 

hydrologist with the USGS 

who assisted with Baldwin’s 

research. This and Baldwin’s 

studies were funded by the 

Great Lakes Restoration Ini-

tiative, a federal program 

dedicated to the restoration 

and protection of the Great 

Lakes. 

Previous studies have fo-

cused on plastic that floats 

on the surface of the water. 

Corsi hopes to find out 

which types of  microplas-

tics collect where. Fiber con-

centration is expected to be 

higher at the bottom of the 

lakes. 

 

Sampling Lake Michigan surface water near Milwau-

A map of Baldwin’s sampling sites. Image: Austin Baldwin 

http://greatlakesecho.org/author/kate-habrel/
https://www.sciencebase.gov/catalog/item/5748a29be4b07e28b664dd62
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.est.6b02917
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.est.6b02917


Another USGS study is looking at the Milwaukee Harbor area. Researchers are sampling sediment and water from conflu-

ence of the Kinnickinnic, Menominee and Milwaukee 

rivers. They are also sampling from the inner and outer 

Milwaukee Harbor area. 

This study uses the same gathering nets as used with 

Baldwin’s study. These nets are placed along a cable 

that  measure microplastics at specific depths. The cable 

trails behind a research vessel to collects samples. 

Peter Lenaker, a physical scientist for the USGS, is doing 

that research with the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewer 

District. He hopes to better understand what is happening 

to microplastics below the water. 

“If you scour the literature, that really hasn’t been done 

before,” Lenaker said. “Everyone that’s sampled has ei-

ther sampled sediment or the top of the water column, 

which can range depending on how people sample. This 

project will hopefully provide some unique results as to 

what’s happening through the whole water column.” 
 

Both studies, inspired by the one performed by Baldwin, 

seek to provide more information about microplastics. 

“We’re just trying to collect the best data we can and pro-

vide that to the public and policy makers, and they can 

inform themselves based on that research,” Lenaker said. “There’s 

a lot that we don’t know about microplastics. So the more we can 

figure out, the better.” 

The highest concentration of all microplastics, 32.32 particles per 

cubic meter, was measured in the Huron River at Ann Arbor, 

Michigan. This was one of the urban sampling sites. 

But none were found at the Manitowoc River at Manitowoc, Wis-

consin, and Burns Ditch at Portage, Indiana, two rural sampling 

sites. 

The highest concentration of fibers was measured in the Ashtabula 

River at Ashtabula, Ohio. The highest concentration of fragments 

was measured in the Huron River. The highest concentration of 

beads and the highest concentration of foams were measured in 

the Buffalo River at Michigan Avenue in Buffalo, New York. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From the GREAT LAKES ECHO-We're a project of the Knight Center for Environmental Journalism at Michigan State University. 
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Researcher Ben Siebers on towing vessel. Image: Austin Baldwin 

Peter Lenaker measures current velocity on the Me-
nomonee River. Image: Molly Breitmun 

Paul Reneau, left, and Peter Lenaker taking water sam-
ples on Lake Michigan. Image: David Housner Researchers at a sampling site for the Baldwin 

study. Image: Austin Baldwin 

http://j-school.jrn.msu.edu/kc/
http://msu.edu/
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Five Fly Fishing Guide Tips   Brody Henderson August 25, 2016 
 
 
Day in and day out fly fishing guides see it all. Some days it seems an angler can do no wrong and trout will eat just about any-
thing while other days just getting a single bite is a struggle. No matter the day or the conditions, guides must fish through the 
worst weather and the best hatches with anglers with absolutely no experience and those who have been fly fishing their whole 
lives. In a single fly fishing season, professional guides are witness to thousands of casts both good and bad, a multitude of 
strikes and missed fish, hundreds of landed and lost trout, and a wide range of common mistakes anglers make. 
 
A guide who spends most of the year on the river is armed with a bunch of fly fishing tips gained from experience. There is a 
popular saying among fly fisherman that hits the mark-“Always listen to your guide”. At the very least if you listen to your guide’s 
fly fishing tips you’ll be a much better angler even after a tough day of fishing and when the fishing is good you’ll land many 
more trout by following your guide’s advice. 
 
Here’s some fly fishing tips that guides often give during a day on the river looking for trout: 
 
1. Good drifts are more important than good casts  
 
Guides can work around an angler who has limited casting experience. Long range accuracy is not nearly as crucial to success 
as a good drift. Casting issues can take a long time to sort out and correct but getting a good drift is a generally simple task that 
even complete novices can accomplish. Usually, unless it’s a huge casting problem, I work with and tweak the cast the angler 
has and focus on the drift. Trying to change someone’s cast can help but it can also lead to more mistakes when time on the 
water is limited and catching fish is the focus. 
 
For this reason, mending properly is of the utmost importance while nymphing or dry fly fishing. Take the time to learn how to 
mend and understand why trout want a fly drifting the same speed as the current. There’s a reason why your guide says “Mend” 
hundreds of times in a single trip. My personal guiding mission statement for my clients is “Cast, mend, point at the fly-every 
cast, all day long.” It’s all about the drift. 
 
2. Set the Hook Properly  
 
Many anglers, especially those new to fly fishing come to the river with previous spinning gear experience and some are saltwa-
ter fly fishermen with no trout experience. The best trout set is a very quick upward lift of the rod tip towards the sky with enough 
power to bury the hook but not so much that you break the leader. Avoid the ultra-aggressive Bassmaster hook sets and saltwa-
ter strip sets. You already know how to trout set-it is the exact same motion as lifting up your fly rod for your backcast. 
 
Also, if you’re guide says “Set the Hook!!” do so immediately. Your guide will see many strikes that even the best anglers will 
not see. A common reaction from anglers after failing to set the hook when the guide says “SET!!” is “I didn’t see it” or “I didn’t 
feel it” or “The fish missed it”. You’ll catch more trout if you simply set the hook when advised to and even in the extremely un-
likely event that the fish did miss the fly (which rarely happens) you never stood a chance anyway unless you “SET THE 
HOOK!”. 
 
3. Do not fish behind the boat  
 
This is a very common mistake anglers, even those with years of experience, make on float trips and it will drive your guide cra-
zy and kill your chances of catching trout. The best angle to cast from a drift boat or raft is slightly forward or downstream in the 
direction the boat is moving. This results in long, drag free drifts and your guide can see your flies. Casting behind the boat re-
sults in instant drag and bad drifts along with a horrible angle to set the hook and your guide can’t see what’s going on. Con-
stantly turning around to look for flies results in cranky guides with sore necks who have to take their eyes off of where they are 
rowing. I learned a very appropriate saying from a good friend and excellent fly fishing guide, Alvin Dedeaux, “Fish in the future 
not the past”. Ignore the impulse to cast behind the boat at a spot or fish you missed and look downstream for a better option. 
 
4. Ask your guide questions and tell them your expectations 
 
Your guide may not realize you need more help with a certain aspect of fly fishing unless you ask how to do it or tell them you 
don’t understand. Your fly fishing guide is a resource-take advantage of their experience and knowledge. The more questions 
you ask, the more you will learn, making you a better angler faster. If you want to focus on a certain aspect of fly fishing, such 
as learning to double haul for an upcoming saltwater trip, go ahead and tell them. Fly fishing guides should not just be viewed 
as means to an end-catching fish. Anglers have the opportunity to learn from and be taught by an expert and the best guides 
are the ones who are willing to take the time to teach their anglers constantly so at the end of the day, you’ve gained the skills 
to become a better fly fisherman. 
 
Continued on page 9 

 

http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/user/brody
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5. Slow down  
 
For some reason many anglers, both experienced and novices, 
get in a huge rush while fly fishing-the Spaz Factor. Don’t be a 
Spaz. Going too fast is sure to lead to a laundry list of prob-
lems including tangles that eat up fishing time, bad casts that 
miss the mark or spook trout, overly aggressive hook sets that 
miss or break off fish and a generally stressful and unpleasant 
day on the water. Experienced fly fishing guides will assure you 
that going too fast and hard will result in less fish, more mis-
takes, and added stress. There are certain times when being 
focused and fast will help but they are usually isolated mo-
ments during the day and usually you’ll have more time than 
you think to get a fly to that big fish. As a rule, one good cast 
and good drift is worth so much more than a long string of has-
ty, poor presentations. Pick your spot, take your time and you’ll 
land more trout. It’s just fishing after all and it’s supposed to be 
fun and relaxing not a white knuckle ride to the finish line. 
 
Brody Henderson, Guide and Content Writer 
 

"Reprinted with permission of the author Brody Henderson."  
Brody is an Erie County native who grew up fishing Elk Creek before 
moving out west in 1996.  
See more articles from Brody Henderson at  
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/guide-brody-henderson   
Brody is a Guide and Content Writer for the Vail Valley Anglers oper-
ation in the Vail Colorado area. Their web-site is:  
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/  
The shops phone number is 970-926-0900.  
 
 

6 Ways To Instantly Start Taking Better 
Fish Photos POSTED ON SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 / BY LOUIS 

CAHILL ON THE GINK AND GASOLINE BLOG 
 

Ed. Note: The following article is summarized and shortened. 
The entire article can be viewed from the following link: 
http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-photography/6-ways-to-
instantly-start-taking-better-fish-photos/ 

Photo by Andrew Bennett 

By Kyle Wilkinson 

Long before the days of Instagram or Facebook, tak-

ing pictures of a prized catch was still a big part of the 

fishing experience for most anglers. 
     Cont. next column 

 

As you might be able to imagine, I see A LOT of fish pictures 
given my current occupation. I also take a lot, too. And while 
these days I certainly don’t take a picture with every fish I 
catch and more often than not try to focus on a more ‘creative’ 
approach to my fishing photography, sometimes it still feels 
good to simply hold one up for the camera. 

But back to the point of this. As mentioned, I see a lot of fish 
photos and quite truthfully, a lot of them are pretty bad. If 
you’ve ever found yourself telling your buddies ‘this picture 
doesn’t do this fish justice’ (while secretly wondering why that 
20” brown looked more like 12” in the photo) then I suggest 
you read on. Not only will these tips lead to better fish photos, 
it will also ensure you’re taking better care of the fish by get-
ting your shot quicker, and therefore getting the fish back to 
the water (you guessed it)…..quicker. 

1. Get Down- This is a simple one and in my opinion, helps 
the fish out just as much as your photographic desires. Once 
you’ve landed the fish and are near a shallow area, get down 
on your knees to handle/photograph the fish. 
2. Belly To The Bottom- Once the fish is in your hands 
and it’s time to hold it up for the camera, rotate the belly of the 
fish towards the river and it’s dorsal fin towards the sky. This 
will make the fish nice and upright in the photo (which will 
show it off better) as well as make the fish feel more support-
ed. If you’re holding a fish at any angle ‘tilted back’ towards 
you, it will make the fish much more tense/unbalanced. 
3. Fingertips On The Belly, Thumbs On The Back- When 
reaching for a fish in the net, first make sure the fish’s back is 
towards you. Next, with your palms facing the sky, slide both 
hands underneath the fish (one hand by the tail, one by the 
head) until your fingertips can wrap around it’s belly. Next, 
place your thumbs right on the top of it’s back. Now hold it up! 
4. Where’s The Sun?- In simplest terms, always be looking 
into the sun when taking a picture with a fish. A photo taken 
where the sun is at your back will make the fish and your face 
(particularly under the brim of your hat) look very dark. 
5. Relax The Elbows- There’s nothing wrong with holding a 
fish out for the camera, let’s just make sure we’re all keeping 
a slight bend in our elbows next time. 
6. Frame It Up- This last point is how we really tie this 
whole lesson together. Now that you’ve got the fish supported, 
it’s over the water, our light is good and our elbows are re-
laxed, hold the fish about chest high. During a fish photo, the 
fish is our subject matter—and more importantly—we want 
our subject in the center of the picture. 
 
A few other tips- 1. If you’re the one taking the picture, make 
sure you get the angler’s entire head in the shot. (If I had a 
dollar for every fish picture I’ve seen where the angler is half-
decapitated I could likely take early retirement.) 2. Take a shot 
or two and then give the fish a drink. Check your camera to 
make sure you got the shot and then retry if necessary. 
(Remember fish don’t like not being able to breath). Let’s face 
it, taking a picture with a fish puts extra stress on it. The last 
thing we want is for a fish to wiggle free during the shot and 
get tangled up in the line still attached to it). 
If you’ve ever felt frustrated with the quality of your fish pic-
tures, I encourage you to put these tips to use next time 
you’re on the water. Not only will the quality of your shots in-
stantly improve, it will also allow you to get your photos taken 
much quicker and more efficiently. The fish will thank you. 

Kyle Wilkinson www.ginkandgasoline.com 

http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-photography/6-ways-to-instantly-start-taking-better-fish-photos/
http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/author/louis-cahill/
http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/author/louis-cahill/
http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-photography/6-ways-to-instantly-start-taking-better-fish-photos/
http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-photography/6-ways-to-instantly-start-taking-better-fish-photos/
http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/


Please respect Landowner’s property 
 
Recently we have had problems with people abusing landowner’s property. A landowner that has 

farm land on Twenty Mile Creek, Elaine 

Hertzel, is upset and has us worried they will 

not continue to allow access to the creek 

through their property. We have resorted to 

putting up signs to encourage respect of the 

landowner’s wishes. If we are not careful we 

will soon lose more access to this beautiful 

fishery. Don’t be careless and disrespectful. 

Please follow the signs and the wishes of the 

landowners. They can prevent us from using 

their property to access the creek at any 

time.  

The property is referred to as the Hertzel To-

mato Patch off of Hertzel and Middle Road, 

upstream of Route 5. There is public access 

in the area, but fishermen were not only trespassing on her property to take shortcuts to the water but 

were actually stealing produce.....COME ON MAN!  

We complain when landowners post property, but with actions like these it is obvious why they 

would feel the need to do so.  

Board member Chris Fatica took it upon himself to go talk to her. He assured her that the PSA would 

take efforts to publicize these problems and initiate the purchase and posting of the pictured signs 

that would remind those who would like to access the water to go toward the trail head and 

AROUND the tomato patch. (About a 200 yard stretch of property). 

If anything we should be going out of our way to stop and thank Elaine and buy some of her great 

peppers and tomatoes.  

This is the best place to access Twenty 

Mile and we should be doing all we can 

to stay in the landowner’s good graces! 

We need to police ourselves and if you 

see other fishermen headed the wrong 

way alert them of the problem and the 

correct path to take. 
 

 

“And I count myself more fortunate with each passing 

season to have recourse to these quiet, tree-strewn, 

untrimmed acres by the water. I would think it a sad 

commentary on the quality of American life if, with our 

pecuniary and natural abundance, we could not secure 

for our generation and those to come the existence of . . 

. a substantial remnant of a once great endowment of 

wild and scenic rivers.” — (William Anderson, Congress-

man from Tennessee, Arguing for passage of the Wild 

and Scenic Rivers Act (1968)) . 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guys” 

Bird of Prey 
 

 
A Bird of Prey is a popular search pattern and a killer Caddis 
nymph pattern. The caddis fly’s ability to survive, in all kinds 
of environment make it a very important fly to anglers. Caddis 
fly larva fly patterns are very simple using little more than a 
hook, dubbing, and a bead. This larva imitation is a slightly 
more involved. John Anderson developed the Bird of Prey 
Caddis in the western U.S., but it has proven effective in many 
areas. It can be adapted to imitate many of the caddis fly spe-
cies simply by changing the dubbing color. The standard ver-
sion uses a tan body, but since I have found Olive to be a suc-
cessful color in other caddis flies as well as the woolly bugger 
and Little Precious streamers, I also tie it with olive, and insect 
green dubbing. These flies are typically fished with a dead 
drift through riffles like any standard nymph pattern. But 
swinging the flies through the tail out of a hole and letting it 
rise at the end like and emerging caddis can evoke strikes as 
well. The soft hackle makes it look a little more like a real 
emerging insect. 
 

“Bird of Prey” Nymph 
         

Fly Type: Nymph/Emerger   
Target Species: Steelhead, Trout 
Recommended Region: Anywhere water   
calls for nymphing 
Imitation: Caddis Larvae 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Materials:  
 
Hook: #12-18 2X short emerger hook such as a Dai-Riki 
#125, Daiichi 1120, or TMC 2457 
Weight: Gold Bead 7/64” for size 14 (Use Tungsten for more wt.) 

Thread: Danville Black 6/0 
Tail: Natural Hungarian Partridge Fibers or Mallard Flank 
Fibers 
Ribbing: Pearl Flashabou 
Body: Light Hares mask or tan rabbit dubbing  
Hackle: Natural Hungarian Partridge or Natural Mallard Flank 
Fibers  
Thorax: Peacock Herl 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Alternate color - Olive   
 
 Materials: 
 
Hook: #12-18 2X short emerger hook such as a Dai-Riki 
#125, Daiichi 1120, or TMC 2457 
Weight: Gold Bead 7/64” for size 14 (Use Tungsten for more 
wt.) 
Thread: Danville Black 6/0 
Tail: Natural Hungarian Partridge Fibers or Mallard Flank 
Fibers 
Ribbing: Pearl Flashabou or Gold Ultra Wire 
Body: Olive or Olive Brown Hares mask or rabbit dubbing  
Hackle: Natural Hungarian Partridge or Natural Mallard Flank 
Fibers 
Thorax: Peacock Herl 
 
Tying Instructions: 
 
1.  Pinch down the barb and slip the Gold bead on the 

hook small hole first. Attach the Black thread to the 
hook behind the bead and build up a bit against the 
lead so it doesn't slip around. Create a thread base over 
the hook shank, winding back to lightly cover shank.  

 
2.  Tie in Natural Hungarian Partridge Fibers feathers for 

the  tail (slightly shorter than length of hook shank).  
 
3.  Tie in Pearl Flashabou (or gold wire for greater dura-

bility) for ribbing 
 
4.  Prepare a dubbing thread and dub a slightly tapered 

 abdomen. Tie off. 
 
5.  Wrap the rib up the abdomen and tie down leaving 

room behind the bead.   
 
6.  Tie in the hackle collar and wrap twice, then tie off 

while  pinning back the fibers. 
 
7.  Prepare the Peacock Herl by cutting off the brittle ends 

of two pieces and wrap a collar over the thorax region 
of the fly. Whip finish and tie off. Add a drop of head 
cement or glue. 

 
If any Steelhead Association members have questions about a 
fly or wish to see a fly featured in this column of the newslet-
ter send an  email to info@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly by 
Night Guys” in the subject line. 
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Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

P. O. Box 29577 Parma, OH 44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

817-706-2506 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach   

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS! 
Click on links below to visit their site. 

    pasteelhead.com    
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LAKE ONTARIO FISHERY AGENCIES ADJUST LAKEWIDE 

PREDATOR STOCKING TO PROMOTE ALEWIFE POPULA-

TION RECOVERY  
October 26, 2016; Contacts: Marc Gaden, Great Lakes Fishery Commis-

sion, 734-669-3012 Andy Todd, Lake Ontario Committee Chairman, 

Ontario, 613-476-3255 Steve LaPan, New York State, 315-654-2147  
  

Agencies seek to sustain diverse salmon and trout fishing opportunities 
into the future Ann Arbor, MI—In response to conclusive evidence of 
two successive years of poor alewife reproduction, the Lake Ontario 
Committee (LOC) today announced stocking reductions in 2017 de-
signed to maintain future recreational and economic benefits of Lake 
Ontario’s sport fisheries. The stocking reductions, which are moderate 
in size, will help reduce predatory demand on alewife, with the objec-
tive of fostering a robust forage base for the future. Today’s actions 
represent a consensus decision by the two-member LOC, composed of 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (OMNRF). 
The stocking adjustments, which will commence in spring 2017, em-
phasize the LOCs shared commitment to the Lake Ontario Fish Commu-
nity Objectives including restoring lake trout and sustaining Lake Ontar-
io’s world-class salmon and trout fishery, with Chinook salmon as the 
top predator in the lake. New York State and the Province of Ontario 
currently stock a combined 2.36 million Chinook salmon and more than 
one million lake trout each year into Lake Ontario. In addition, approxi-
mately 50% of the Chinook salmon in Lake Ontario are naturally repro-
duced or “wild” fish. Stocked and wild salmon are supporting a world 
class fishery which produces the largest trophy Chinook salmon in the 
Great Lakes. Maintaining sufficient alewife abundance to support the 
sport fishery is key to long term success, and these stocking reductions 
will help achieve that goal. “New York State is committed to protecting 
the ecological, recreational, and economic benefits of Lake Ontario's 
sport fisheries. These reductions will help ensure that trout and salmon 
stocks are sustained for generations to come,” said DEC Commissioner 
Basil Seggos. “By working with partners in Canada, this bi-national 
management effort used the most current science available to inform 
our plans. I applaud the work of DEC’s biologists, the Lake Ontario 
Committee, and the Great Lakes Fishery Commission in carefully craft-
ing this balanced plan.” Alewife are not native to the Great Lakes, and 
juvenile alewife cannot tolerate very cold water for long periods of 
time. The extremely long, cold winters of 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 
resulted in poor survival of young alewife produced in those years. The 
LOC is concerned that the two years of poor alewife survival will result 
in too few adult alewife, starting in 2017, to sustain the large numbers 
of trout and salmon in the lake.  
 
BUY A FISHING LICENSE 

2016 LICENSES (RESIDENT, NON-RESIDENT AND SENIOR 

RESIDENT) ARE 50% OFF OCT. 1 THROUGH DEC. 31 
Click here for Fishing License Pricing 

PURCHASE A PENNSYLVANIA FISHING LICENSE OR GIFT VOUCHER: 
  

Online at The Outdoor Shop, the Commission's  

secure e-commerce site 
  

In person - visit a license issuing agent, about 900 

located throughout Pennsylvania and neighboring 

states 
  

By mail: Single-Year (DOCX) or (PDF) 
  

  Multi-Year (DOCX) or (PDF) 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
http://www.pasteelhead.com/
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingLicense/Documents/fishing-license-pricing.pdf
https://www.pa.wildlifelicense.com/
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingLicense/Pages/FishingLicenseAgents.aspx
http://www.fishandboat.com/_layouts/download.aspx?SourceUrl=http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingLicense/Documents/licapp.docx
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingLicense/Documents/licapp.pdf
http://www.fishandboat.com/_layouts/download.aspx?SourceUrl=http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingLicense/Documents/licapp-multi.docx
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingLicense/Documents/licapp-multi.pdf

