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Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association holds meet-

ings most months at 7:30 pm the second 

Wednesday of the month at the American 

Legion Post 773.  The Legion is located at 

4109 West 12th Street (State Route 5), just 

east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left 

when you walk in. We encourage members 

and the public alike to attend and share 

their views and opinions. Meetings focus on 

items pertaining to the mission of the club, 

fundraising events, and local public and 

political issues affection our fisheries. The 

PFBC is often represented at our meetings 

for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

We hope to see you at a meeting. 

Please join us for our next 

meeting on April 12th, at 7:30 

p.m.  

The views expressed by the 
authors  of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the view of the 
PA. Steelhead Association. 
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April 2017 

Good things come to  
those who bait.  

 

Letter from our New President 
 

 

 I would like to say thank you to our retiring board members - VP Dan Pastore 
and Director Herb Kightlinger, and to new Director Al Warner. 
Marty Grzasko has stepped up to be Vice President and Roger Latimer is re-
maining on as a Director.   
 

  As in past years, we will continue to look for projects to work on to help im-
prove our fishery.  The Board of Directors will continue to meet over the sum-
mer, so you may see E-mail blasts from the PSA if we have a project that re-
quires some assistance.  Director Karl Weixlmann has found potential projects 
that can possibly be addressed over the summer months. 
 

  As the weather starts to get better, our members will be out bass and walleye 
fishing over the summer.  Be safe when spending any time on the water. 
I'm just hoping to trout fish a little more than in past years. 
 

The Fall Run Banquet is in the early planning stages again for later in the year.  
We will have more details to follow once the location and menu has been decid-
ed.                                                
         (continued at the bottom of Page 2, column 2)
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 Mark Signorino         President     

 Marty Grzasko          Vice President           
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                  Board Members 

    J.T. Davis  Roger Latimer             

    Ron Miller        Frank Sicicchitano           

    Harold (Skip) Simmons  Al Warner    

    Karl Weixlmann             Sam Zacour                      

 

PSA Board of Directors and Officers  

The dredging of Walnut Creek is currently underway. This 

process usually takes about 2 weeks to complete. In spite 

of the dredging good steelhead fishing can be had in Wal-

nut at the lower end primarily before 8 AM when the 

digging commences. There is no dredging activity on 

weekends. 

The boat basin at Walnut also has a good number of 

steelhead. Jigs and power minnows are the preferred 

baits at this time of the year. There are also a lot of small 

browns and steelhead smolt in the basin. Please carefully 

release the fish as they represent future year’s trophy 

fishing opportunities. 

It is my understanding that when the creek dredging is 

complete the boat basin will be blocked in the channel 

between Walnut and the basin. This will allow for the 

basin to be pumped out and allow for a complete clean-

ing and removal of sediment in the basin. Hopefully care 

will be taken to remove as many smolts, browns and 

minnows as possible to prevent chopping the fish up in 

the impellers of the pumps. 

Fishing in all other tribs is winding down except in the 

lowest portions of the largest streams where jacks can be 

had usually until the lake reaches about 45 degrees. 

There are some steelhead in the bay but that fishing re-

mains slow. We have seen a good uptick of brown trout 

at East Avenue. Casting with jigs, minnows and small 

spoons are good choices for hooking up with these fish. 

On a side note Oil Creek in Crawford and Venango Coun-

ties has been stocked with some large trout in the De-

layed Harvest – Artificial Lures Only. 
 

Tight Lines 

Marty and Rich   

From The Wall 

 
 

(Letter from the President  - cont. from page 1) 
 

Our April meeting at the American Legion will be the last 
meeting until steelhead season starts back up in the Fall. 
We will be having a special, non-fishing presentation this 
month, and the 
information pre-
sented has the 
potential to help 
our fishery (Ed. 
Note: see the last 
page for info on 
the April Program  
topic and speaker 
- Kathy 
Dahlkemper).  
 

Hope to see you 
at the meeting. 
 
Tight lines 
Mark Signorino 
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

SGT Brook R. Tolbert   
814-573-5194 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Dan Nietupski 
Wester Erie 814-722-9430 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 

NW Regional Office 

814-337-0444 

http://www.crowleysrestaurant.com/
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Humility, it is not something I have been known for. I just read a great article on a fishing blog that gave me 

pause to think about how we sometimes become full of ourselves. I love fly fishing, I love tying flies and I am a 

big backer of catch and release for most fishing. However, none of that makes me better than anyone else that 

fishes in other ways. Jason Tucker has a blog entitled “Fontinalis Rising: Ruminations from Trout Country” and his 

article “A Little Humility” is one of those that make you step back and think about your behavior towards others. 

You can find it here: http://www.fontinalisrising.com/2017/02/a-little-humility.html   
 

We sometimes think our way is the only way and we drive a wedge between otherwise like minded out-

doorsmen and ourselves. In this age of budget cutting and privatization of our public lands and waters we need 

to work together with others that want to protect the great outdoors and make sure they are accessible to all, 

not just the rich or those who want to profit off of them. The cited article is a reminder that we are not all that 

different from those that choose different methods to pursue the same objectives. Nor are we “better” or above 

them in any way. We may need each other sooner than you think to preserve our way of life and the pursuit of 

happiness in the outdoor arena.  
 

We need to draw more people 

to our sport and the way to do 

that is not acting like a snob. 

False Dichotomies in Fly Fishing 

is the subtitle of article that is 

linked above. What is a dichoto-

my? A dichotomy is defined as 

an idea or classification split in 

two. When you point out a di-

chotomy, you draw a clear dis-

tinction between two things. He 

calls these subdivisions in the art 

of fishing false dichotomies. Mr. Tucker writes “There is also nothing uglier than when people are so passionate 

about what they do and believe in, that they denigrate others who do not do or feel the same way they do. They 

begin to see their pursuit of the sport as the only “right” way. The others just don’t get it. They snub people who 

don’t see things their way.” 
 

The problem with this attitude is we turn people away from our sport and its enjoyment. I think we can all show 

more humility in our dealings with those that have a different opinion or style than ours. After all with the cur-

rent national administration cutting funding for the Great Lakes Restoration program and many other clean wa-

ter initiatives we will all need to join together to protect our resources that we sometimes take for granted! 

             S Zacour 

******************************************************************************************** 

Reminder: It is unlawful to fish or possess trout or salmon in or 
along any Lake Erie tributary stream from 12:01 a.m. on April 14th 
until 8 a.m. on April 15 (32 hours total)! 

   3 

Reflections: Humility 

http://www.fontinalisrising.com/2017/02/a-little-humility.html


Lake Erie Committee 
REPRESENTING THE FISHERY MANAGEMENT AGENCIES OF LAKE ERIE AND LAKE ST CLAIR 

Lake Erie Committee Recommends Increased Yellow Perch and Walleye Allowable Catches for 2017 
 

For Immediate Release March 24, 2017 
 

YPSILANTI, MI Fishery managers from Michigan, New York, Ohio, Ontario and Pennsylvania - the five jurisdictions that manage the Lake Erie fish-

ery - agreed to a total allowable catch (TAC) of 10.375 million pounds of yellow perch and 5.924 million walleye for 2017. (Yellow perch are allocated in 

pounds and walleye are allocated by number of fish.) These TAC recommendations represent a 13% increase for yellow perch and a 20% increase for 

walleye. Specific allocations of both species are presented below by jurisdiction. 

 

The Lake Erie Committee’s TAC recommendations are produced after extensive, lakewide biological assessments, analyses, discussions, and consulta-

tions with stakeholders. The recommendations are consistent with the status of Lake Erie’s fish populations, taking into the account the goal of stable 

harvest. 

 

Overall, the Lake Erie Committee believes that yellow perch populations are stable, though stock status varies by basin and, thus, the TAC varies across 

management units. In contrast, walleye populations are managed as a single stock and are increasing lakewide. These conditions support the recom-

mended increases to the yellow perch and walleye TACs. The individual provincial and state governments adhere to and implement the TAC recommen-

dations consistent with their respective regulations and management objectives. 

 

The Lake Erie Committee operates by consensus and relies on biological assessments to inform their TAC recommendations. The Lake Erie Committee 

also supports the Lake Erie Percid Management Advisory Group, or LEPMAG, a structured process that engages commercial and recreational fishers. 

LEPMAG, which has existed since 2010, reflects the committee’s interest in involving the fishing community in actions related to management of Lake 

Erie’s percid fisheries. 

 

YELLOW PERCH 

 

The proposed yellow perch TAC is the result of deliberations among the jurisdictions and with stakeholders through the LEPMAG process. Based on 

science and those deliberations, the Lake Erie Committee today recommended a 2017 TAC of 10.375 million pounds of yellow perch, a 13% increase 

from last year’s allocation of 9.208 million pounds. 

 

The five jurisdictions on the lake share Lake Erie’s yellow perch under an area-based formula. Pursuant to the 2017 TAC recommendation, Ontario will 

receive 4.868 million pounds, Ohio 4.525 million pounds, Michigan 0.279 million pounds, New York 0.093 million pounds, and Pennsylvania 0.611 million 

pounds. 

The yellow perch fishery is divided into “management units” which generally correspond to the eastern, central, and western basins of Lake Erie. The 

Lake Erie Committee has strived to maintain harvest stability while still responding to changing trends in each management unit. The proposed TAC 

represents nuances among the management units in abundance and biomass. 

 

WALLEYE 

 

The Lake Erie Committee today set a 2017 walleye TAC of 5.924 million fish, a 20% increase over the 2016 TAC of 4.937 million fish. The increased 

TAC recommendation reflects the strength of the walleye population and the committee’s goal to manage the lakewide fish stock sustainably while inte-

grating stakeholder input into the process. Positive recruitment during the previous few years will translate into increasing walleye abundance over the 

coming years. Consistent with the committee’s Walleye Management Plan, this optimistic outlook for walleye allows for the maximum increase in the TAC 

for 2017. 

 

The Province of Ontario and the states of Ohio and Michigan share the TAC based on a formula of walleye habitat within each jurisdiction in the western 

and central basins of the lake. Under a 2017 TAC of 5.924 million fish, Ohio will be entitled to 3.028 million fish, Ontario 2.551 million fish, and Michigan 

0.345 million fish. Jurisdictions in the eastern end of the lake are outside of the TAC area and harvest limits there are set consistent with lakewide condi-

tions and objectives. 

 

As with yellow perch, the walleye TAC recommendation is the result of extensive discussions among scientists, managers, and stakeholders. Scientists 

and field biologists from all Lake Erie jurisdictions, meeting as the Walleye Task Group, share data and reach consensus on biological conditions. The 

task group’s walleye abundance estimates, which incorporate suggestions from LEPMAG, serve as the foundation for the Lake Erie Committee’s discus-

sions and TAC recommendations. Also like yellow perch, each Lake Erie jurisdiction is responsible for implementing its portion of the TAC. 

 

THE LAKE ERIE PERCID MANAGEMENT ADVISORY GROUP (LEPMAG) 

 

The Lake Erie Percid Management Advisory Group was first convened in 2010 and serves as the primary method to incorporate stakeholder needs and 

objectives into the Lake Erie yellow perch and walleye decision-making process. LEPMAG consists of senior representatives from all provincial and state 

jurisdictions on the lake, recreational fishers, commercial fishers, and other interested organizations. Through LEPMAG, fishery managers and stakehold-

ers work together to identify the harvest policies for Lake Erie percids that meet the needs of all stakeholders while maintaining stability in the percid 

fishery. Michigan State University’s Quantitative Fisheries Center facilitates the LEPMAG process. Walleye are now being managed under the Walleye 

Management Plan, which was developed through LEPMAG and formally adopted by the Lake Erie Committee in December, 2015. LEPMAG members 

are in the process of developing population objectives and harvest strategies for yellow perch in Lake Erie. The objectives and harvest strategies are 

expected to be completed in the coming years. 

 

THE LAKE ERIE COMMITTEE AND TACs 

 

The Lake Erie Committee comprises fishery managers from Michigan, New York, Ohio, Ontario and Pennsylvania. The committee’s work is facilitated by 

the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, a Canadian and U.S. agency on the Great Lakes. Each year the committee recommends a TAC for walleye and 

yellow perch. The TAC represents the number or weight of fish recommended to be caught by sport and commercial fishers without putting the fisheries 

at risk. The individual agencies implement the recommended total allowable catch. 
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Fly Fishing Sunglasses:  

How To Choose a Lens Color 
 

It should be considered common knowledge that sunglasses 

are a required piece of vital fly fishing equipment but lens col-

or also plays a critical role in fly fishing success. A pair of sun-

glasses first job is functioning as an important safety tool. 

When hooks are flying at rapid speeds through the air, pro-

tecting your eyes is crucial. As a guide, I do not allow any of 

my fishing clients to fish without eyewear. All sunglasses sold 

to fly fisherman feature polarized lenses that cut through sun 

and water glare, allowing angles to see into the water to spot 

fish or wade more safely. 

 

There is much more to choosing sunglasses than picking a pair 

that offer safety and polarization. Fly fishermen need to de-

cide on a frame style, lens material, quality level, or even 

whether to go with a prescription pair if necessary. A proper, 

comfortable fit is ensured by the right frame. Glass lenses 

generally provide better optic quality while plastic or poly 

lenses are a tad more durable with better impact resistance. 

One aspect that is sometimes is overlooked or not understood 

as well by anglers but is a critical element that will directly 

hinder or help fly rodders is what color lens is chosen. There 

are a variety of lens color choices out there and some are 

better for certain types of fly fishing than others. 

 

General All-Purpose and Trout Lens Colors 
 

For anglers who mainly focus on trout and flats saltwater fly 

fishing and need one all-purpose lens color, there is a color 

range that will perform across a spectrum of water types and 

depths and light levels whether low or bright. Lenses in the 

amber, copper, bronze or brown range are the clear choice for 

general, shallow water, river, lake and flats fly fishing. They 

give the eyes good definition and relief and are not too dark 

for early morning or evening fishing which makes spotting fish 

easier and at the end of the day, eye strain is usually not a 

factor. When in doubt choose a lens in amber or copper. 

 

Low Light Lenses 
 

Most fly fisherman know that some of the best fishing often 

takes place very early or just before dark when fish are the 

most active. Tarpon roll more at dawn and insects prefer to 

hatch in the evening. To take advantage of these conditions 

and still be able to see a distant tailing bonefish on a gray day 

or subtly rising trout in failing light, try a low light lens in rose 

or yellow. These colors allow the eyes to absorb more light 

but still cut down on glare and eye strain so they are ideal for 

dark, cloudy days as well as dawn and dusk. Many anglers 

reach for a different pair of sunglasses with copper lenses 

once the light is strong. 

 

Into the Blue 
 

Finally, some fly fishing takes place offshore where the deep 

blue is home to stripers, false albacore, dorado, bill fish and 

more. This deep, dark water is best fished with sunglasses 

that utilize a blue or grey lens color. These colors seem to 

work best when the bottom and contrasting shades and 

depths are not in play. Without direct overhead light, spotting 

fish-even big ones like a sailfish-can be difficult in blue water. 

With the right grey or blue lens this becomes a much easier 

task and eye strain is nullified with these lens colors which 

don’t tax eye muscles. 
 

If you take the time to consider what type of fly fishing you 

will be doing and choose a pair of sunglasses with the ideal 

lens color, you will find yourself catching more fish.  

 

Brody Henderson. Senior Guide and Web Content Writer 
 

"Reprinted with permission of the author Brody Henderson."  
Brody is an Erie County native who grew up fishing Elk Creek before 
moving out west in 1996.  
See more articles from Brody Henderson at  
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/blog/brody  
Brody is a Guide and Content Writer for the Vail Valley Anglers oper-
ation in the Vail Colorado area. Their web-site is:  
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/   
The shops phone number is 970-926-0900.  

 

Scholars have long known that fishing eventually turns 

men into philosophers.  Unfortunately, it is almost impos-

sible to buy decent tackle on a philosopher's salary.   

~Patrick F. McManus 
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Trolling for spring steelhead on Presque Isle Bay  

 

Trolling for spring steelhead on Presque Isle Bay can be 

extraordinarily challenging, but can also be extremely 

rewarding. Steelhead are unpredictable in open water 

and can leave you scratching your head. By utilizing spe-

cialized techniques, anglers can enjoy the challenge of 

targeting steelhead on Presque Isle Bay. 

 

What is the best advice I can give to any angler trolling 

for spring steelhead? Be patient - master this trait. No 

matter what type of fishing you enjoy, it boils down to 

how mentally tough you are. There will be times when 

you’re trolling and you feel defeated. Stay patient, stay 

alert and don’t give up! 

 

Trolling in the bay starts when the ice melts and the wa-

ter temperatures hit the 40 degree mark. Steelhead will 

be found all around the Bay, making long trolls very pro-

ductive. However, early in the morning you’ll typically 

see birds feeding on small baitfish (mainly emerald shin-

ers) and where there’s bait, there’s fish. Don’t hesitate 

to troll towards those feeding birds! 

 

The most productive tactics when trolling for spring 
steelhead include fishing with planer boards , downrig-
gers  and slide divers . Planer boards are typically the 
most productive and allow your lines to be spread out 
away from the boat. Downriggers and slide divers are 
applications that will draw fish in and are typically closer 
presentations in relation to the boat. Downriggers and 
slide divers typically work better when the water has 
some color. Planer boards are always productive, but 
will really shine when the water is on the clear side. 

There are two types of lures that work best for spring 
steelhead, stickbaits  and spoons . Stickbaits like the 
Storm Jr. Thunderstick  and Bomber Long A  in the 14A 
model will do the trick, especially in Firetiger and 
Chrome/Black Back/Orange Belly. Spoons like Dream-
weaver Super Slims  and Dreamweaver WD’s  in natural 
looking colors are also great to use. Throwing a little 

scent like Pautzke Liquid Krill  can help give you an up-
per hand as well. 

Speed is critical when trolling for steelhead. Trolling 

slowly in early Spring can be imperative because of the 

cold water temperatures. Fishing at a trolling speed of 

2.0mph - 2.5mph is usually best. That being said, don’t 

be afraid to change your speed if things aren’t working! 

 

 

Once the water hits the 50 degree mark in late April, 

steelhead usually head out of the Bay and into the main 

lake. Once steelhead hit the open lake, they become 

even more difficult to catch during this time of year, 

with patience, proper gear and utilization of the proper 

tactics, you can enjoy what steelhead fishing on Presque 

Isle Bay has to offer. 
 

Captain Doug Straub, FishUSA’s Director of Merchandis-
ing, has over 25 years of experience fishing the Great 
Lakes, specifically Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. For more 
articles like this, please visit FishUSA’s content site, An-
gler Resources. 

 

All I need to know from life - I 
learned from fishing  
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There will be days when the fishing is 

better than one's most optimistic fore-

cast, others when it is far worse.   

Either is a gain over just staying home. 

~Roderick Haig-Brown, Fisherman's 

Spring, 1951  
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I would like to introduce and welcome 

the following new members to our 

club: 
    

 

Derek Eberly  

Mike Ulicny 

For Immediate Release                                                                             Contacts:  
March 29, 2017                                                                                         GLFC: Marc Gaden, 734-669-3012 

 marc@glfc.org 
 USGS: Marisa Lubeck, 303-526-6694 
 mlubeck@usgs.gov 
 
 

Sex-Shifting Fish: Growth Rate Could Determine Sea Lamprey Sex 
 

Unlike most animals, sea lampreys, an invasive, parasitic species of fish damaging the Great Lakes, could become male or female de-

pending on how quickly they grow, according to a U.S. Geological Survey study published today. 

Scientists with the USGS and Michigan State University, funded by the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, found that slower sea lamprey 

growth rates during the larval phase of development may increase the odds of sea lampreys becoming male. During the study, envi-

ronments lacking plentiful food were male-skewed, with 78 percent of sea lampreys becoming male after three years, whereas envi-

ronments more conducive to growth produced only 56 percent males. 

This discovery could be a critical step in developing advanced technologies to control sea lamprey. 

“Remarkably, we didn’t set out to study sex determination in sea lampreys – we were planning to study environmental effects on 

growth rates only,” said Nick Johnson, a USGS scientist and the lead author of the study. “We were startled when we discovered that 

these data may also reveal how sex is determined because mechanisms of sex determination in lamprey are considered a holy grail for 

researchers.” 

Sea lampreys are imperiled in Europe and the Pacific Northwest, where they are native, but are invasive and destructive in the North 

American Great Lakes. With their blood-sucking capability and gaping round mouths, sea lampreys feed on the blood and fluids of 

native fish, causing population declines in commercially and recreationally important species that are essential to the Great Lakes’ 

multi-billion dollar per year fishery. 

Between 2005 and 2007, the scientists tagged and released sea lamprey larvae into unproductive lakes and productive streams. These 

environments included tributaries of Lakes Huron and Michigan and areas of those lakes near stream mouths. The researchers then 

recaptured the tagged fish as adults during their spawning migrations. 

The sex ratios in productive and unproductive environments were initially similar but quickly diverged, with unproductive lakes be-

coming increasingly male-dominated. Once the larvae changed into their parasitic adult stage, their sex did not shift, and their survival 

rates generally did not differ between productive versus unproductive environments. 

“The results of this study could be a critical step toward developing advanced technologies to control sea lampreys in the Great Lakes, 

which have caused unparalleled damage to fisheries,” said David Ullrich, chair of the GLFC. “Although sea lamprey populations have 

been reduced by 90 percent, innovation will be key to maintaining strong control into the future. The results of this study could open 

paths forward to novel technologies that can disrupt or modify gender in sea lampreys, providing the commission with other means to 

control this noxious predator.” 

Some sea lamprey populations have skewed sex ratios, but the reasons why have remained a biological mystery for decades. The new 

study, with its unanticipated sex determination findings, begins to answer a scientific question that has previously eluded researchers. 

For more information about sea lamprey research in the Great Lakes, please visit the USGS Great Lakes Science Center website and 
the GLFC website. 
 

The Great Lakes Fishery Commission is an international organization established by the United States and Canada through the 1954 Convention on Great Lakes Fisheries. 
The Commission has the responsibility to support fisheries research, control the invasive sea lamprey in the Great Lakes, and facilitate implementation of A Joint Strate-
gic Plan for Management of Great Lakes Fisheries, a provincial, state, and tribal fisheries management agreement.  

mailto:marc@glfc.org?subject=
mailto:mlubeck@usgs.gov?subject=
https://t.e2ma.net/click/olwrsc/ohx5wo/wz4hk7
https://t.e2ma.net/click/olwrsc/ohx5wo/cs5hk7
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MENTORED YOUTH PROGRAM 2017  
Getting the Most out of Your Mentored Youth Fishing Days Experience (PDF)  

2017 MENTORED YOUTH TROUT DAYS 
April 8 (statewide), 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Take part in the Commission’s Mentored Youth Trout Days. Youth under the age of 16 can join a mentor 

(adult) angler who has a current fishing license and trout permit to fish on Saturday, March 25 

on stocked trout waters within the 18 southeastern regional counties for regional trout season and to fish 

stocked trout waters in the remaining counties on Saturday, April 8. These days do not include Special 

Regulation waters. 
 

ADULT ANGLERS 

To participate in the Mentored Youth Fishing Day, anglers 16 years of age or older (adult anglers) must 

possess a valid Pennsylvania Fishing License and be accompanied by a youth (less than 16 years of 

age) who has obtained a Mentored Youth Fishing Permit or Voluntary Youth Fishing License from the 

Commission. While mentors will be permitted to fish for trout, they are not permitted to harvest trout and 

must release them unharmed. 

YOUTH ANGLERS 

Youth anglers must obtain a Mentored Youth Fishing Permit or Voluntary Youth Fishing License from the 

Commission and be accompanied by an adult licensed angler in order to participate. Youth may harvest 

up to two trout (combined species) with a minimum size of 7 inches. All other Commonwealth Inland Wa-

ter regulations apply. 

 

The Mentored Youth Permit is free. 

The Voluntary Youth License is $2.90 ($1.00 cost + $1.90 agent/transaction fee). 

Why Buy? 

For each Voluntary Youth License purchased for $2.90 (or Voucher once it is 

redeemed), the PFBC receives $5 back in funding as a federal reimbursement. 

These funds are dedicated to be used in youth outreach and education pro-

grams. The Commission receives no federal reimbursement for Mentored 

Youth Permits. 

While both the permit and the Voluntary Youth License provide the opportunity 

for youth to fish on Mentored Youth Fishing Days, the Voluntary Youth License 

provides an extended return for both Pennsylvania’s youth and the Commission, the Commission en-

courages anglers to purchase either a Voluntary Youth License or a Voluntary Youth License Voucher—

for the future of fishing! 

 

More information about the Voluntary Youth Fishing License 

Buy a Voluntary Youth Fishing License online– Instructions for buying at the Outdoor Shop (PDF) 

Instructions for ordering, buying and redeeming vouchers (PDF) 

Youth permits, voluntary licenses and vouchers are available at GoneFishingPA.com or at any of the 

more than 900 licensing agents across the state. 

Other Commonwealth inland regulations apply. 

Please note: once an individual turns 16, he or she must possess a valid fishing license. The 

youth permit or voluntary youth license is only valid until the individual turns 16. 

  

 

IN THE NEWS! 

http://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/AnglerBoater/AnglerBoater2014/MarchApril/Documents/07mentored.pdf
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/PennsylvaniaFishes/Trout/Pages/TroutSeasonOverview.aspx
http://pfbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=78b154f2afea4c3f8b59bb755c263118
http://pfbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=78b154f2afea4c3f8b59bb755c263118
http://fishinpa.com/
http://fishinpa.com/
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingLicense/Pages/VoluntaryYouthFishingLicense.aspx
http://www.pa.wildlifelicense.com/
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingLicense/Documents/MentoredYouthVLInstructions.pdf
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingRegulations/Documents/YouthLicenseVoucherPALS.pdf
http://gonefishingpa.com/
http://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/FishingLicense/Pages/FishingLicenseAgents.aspx
http://pfbc.pa.gov/fishpub/summaryad/inland.html
https://www.pa.wildlifelicense.com/
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The Ultimate Guide to Pennsylvania’s Best Water  

Keystone Fly Fishing 
 

By now most of you have probably seen or heard 

of the newly released book that a couple of our 

members were involved with. “Keystone Fly Fish-

ing: The Ultimate Guide to Pennsylvania’s Best 

Water” is a guide to our states best fly fishing, split 

into nine regions. Published by Headwaters 

Books, each region is authored by a local guide or 

expert of the area, including two Pennsylvania 

Steelhead Association members Karl Weixlmann 

and Gary Kell. Gary does the Northwest region 

while Karl does our Steelhead Alley and Presque 

Isle. Local photographer Jack Hanrahan photos 

are prominently featured as well. 

The book discusses Trout, Steelhead, Small-

mouth, Northern Pike, Musky, Carp and other spe-

cies opportunities. More than 240 Streams (many 

with detailed maps) and over 200 fly patterns are 

discussed. The information and pictures on flies 

that work in each area is worth the price of the 

book alone. 

The authors insights on how, where and what to 

fish with are incredibly useful. I have been pouring 

over my copy, making plans for some new adven-

tures this spring!       S. Zacour 

 

 
 

 

 

We want your fish Pictures 
Have any great fish pictures you would like to show off to our 

members? We would love to share them in our “TightLines” 

newsletter! Send a .jpg file of the picture to  

info@pasteelhead.com  with ‘Fish Pic for TightLines’ in the 

subject area and we will try to get them in the newsletter! 

 

Keep the Great Lakes Great:  

Support Restoration Funding in the Midwest 

(Ed. Note: this article is from the National Parks 

Conservation Association website) 
 

 

Our national parks in the Great Lakes region have tremendous val-

ue for area residents, the local tourism economy and the more than 

6 million people that visit each year. But the Great Lakes and the 13 

national park sites in the watershed also face an array of threats. 

The National Park Service battles invasive species, falling water lev-

els, eroding shorelines and contaminated tributaries, and the agen-

cy’s shrinking budgets mean fewer resources to combat these 

threats. Since 2010, the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) has 

provided supplemental federal funding to help to protect and re-

store the Great Lakes and improve water quality for the more than 

30 million Americans that depend on the lakes for their drinking 

water. 

But now the Trump administration wants to eliminate this 

important funding source entirely. These damaging cuts 

would be catastrophic to the Great Lakes and the people 

who depend on them. 
The GLRI has provided about $300 million each year to projects in 

cities, rivers and harbors around the lakes. It allows the National 

Park Service to respond to critical ecosystem needs in eight of our 

Great Lakes parks. And thanks to these funds, we are seeing great 

results. 

The nearly 3,000 restoration and toxic clean-up projects that have 

been funded by the GLRI have improved water quality, prevented 

beach closings and fought invasive species like the Asian carp from 

advancing in our lakes and streams. Thanks to GLRI funding, scien-

tists at Sleeping Bear Dunes are working to save Great Lakes shore-

birds from fatal outbreaks of disease caused by toxins in Lake Mich-

igan; workers at Indiana Dunes are restoring hundreds of acres of 

wetlands used by migrating birds in the Great Marsh; and park staff 

and volunteers at Apostle Islands have restored eroding Lake Supe-

rior shorelines and rebuilt boardwalks for visitors to enjoy. 

We cannot afford to shortchange this world-famous watershed and 

risk reversing years of success. 

Since 2010, a federal program known as the Great Lakes Res-
toration Initiative has funded a variety of projects to help wa-
ter quality, wildlife habitat and a range of other issues. Con-
gress could slash this funding — a move that could reverse 

years of progress for the region’s 13 national parks. 



Last year I passed out the PFBC “Habitat Project Review of Lake 
Erie Tributaries”, an eight page document that addressed some im-
provements that could be made to local tributaries. After reading and 
considering the proposals, my initial thoughts were that many of 
these would not work, or are not really needed. For example: 
“Walnut Creek, Asbury Woods; Idea here is for excavating two holes 
in the bottom substrate, downstream of riffles, to develop pools as 
holding area's for steelhead.” 
 
First of all, very few steelhead can currently migrate upstream to this 
section because of the lower falls upstream from the Manchester 
Hole. Second, I don't think that the excavation of pools into a bottom 
substrate composed of shale will work or last. Anyone who remem-
bers the PSA sponsorship of the Walnut Creek “Project Waters” will 
recall that we actually had to pay for shale shard sediment removal to 
recreate holding water when the pools filled in the following year 
after the project was completed. 
 
The stream bottom substrates along Pennsylvania's tributaries of 
Lake Erie, because of the shale composition, are constantly changing, 
moving, shifting and eroding. Those who fish for steelhead around 
here know that a pool that existed one season, may very well be gone 
the next, or dramatically changed. I think it is nearly impossible to 
negate the effects water force, ice scouring, and shale bluff erosion 
that occurs on our steelhead streams. This was just one of the pro-
posals put forth. 
 
Anyway, my concerns for what could be construed as a misappropri-
ation of Lake Erie Permit stamp funds on projects that would not 
work or were needed, (examples are the fish ladder on 4 Mile Creek, 
an easement on Elk Creek that cannot be accessed, and the acquisi-
tion of Veterans Park in Millcreek Township where few steelhead are 
able to migrate to), led me to put a call in to Commissioner Maschar-
ka last month, and he was kind enough to take the time to meet with 
me personally. 
 
We initially talked about 4 Mile Creek, and I told him what my 
thoughts and observations were. While the ladder can get clogged 
with debris and needs maintenance during periods of migration, you 
have to get the fish there first in order for it to work. I've never ob-
served very many fish getting through the first obstacle they face, the 
small set of falls below the golf course overpass bridge. During peri-
ods of high water when steelhead tend to migrate upstream out of the 
big pool, this small shale bed waterfall is surrounded by fisherman 
and heavy harvest occurs before the steelhead even have a chance to 
make it up and over. 
 
While I'm not against legal harvest and consumption of steelhead, in 
order for the $200,000.00 plus spent on the fish ladder to become 
viable, we need to insure that a good number of steelhead make it 
there. The Commissioner soon put me in touch with PFBC biologist 
Tim Wilson, with whom I had a good conversation. He explained 
that getting steelhead to the fish ladder was also a priority of the 
PFBC, and plans are being made to alter these falls this summer, with 
good old ball and chain gang labor that will hopefully be provided by 
PSA members 
 
As far as fish passage on other tributaries, the Commissioner told me 
about a grinding devise that could be used to alter falls on other tribu-
taries like 16 Mile Creek. I've watched steelhead here jump over the 
first set of falls, only to become stuck below the two other sets of 
falls just upstream, because of a lack of depth over the flat shale bot-
tom. This grinding devise could possibly be used to cut out V shaped 
passages within the falls, or create pools with depth below the falls. 

We also discussed a stream enhancement project on Elk Creek. I was 
fishing one day this past winter downstream from the Lamson Run 
junction pool on upper Elk, and a landowner had a brought out an 
industrial extension ladder to take down a tree that was ready to fall 
off the bank into the creek. I'm not necessarily against a tree falling 
into a stream and creating structure for trout, but it was clear that the 
landowner had a serious erosion problem, and was actually losing 
property in his back yard to the forces of Mother Nature. I sometimes 
look at these happenings while fishing for steelhead as a sign from 
above, and started talking to the property owner who could obviously 
use some help in protecting his property losses. 
 
I explained to him that I was a board member of the PSA and that his 
property would be a great candidate for a bank stabilization, stream 
enhancement project. He immediately agreed, and I gave this infor-
mation to the Commissioner. I was then contacted by Tyler 
Neimond, a PFBC habitat specialist from Bellefonte, PA and passed 
along the landowners contact information. Serious erosion problems 
along our tributaries cause unnecessary sediment loads into the wa-
tersheds, and degrade the quality of water and the life that lives with-
in these aqua-firs. A landowner’s property value can also decrease, 
especially when his backyard is basically caving in along the creek as 
these pictures show. 

 
I've been encouraged 
by the Commissioners 
interest in addressing 
some of these issues, 
and his commitment 
to improving our 
steelhead fishery by 
increasing the amount 
of tributary systems 
into which steelhead 
can migrate. We hope 
to partner with the 
PFBC on these pro-
jects in the future, and 
continue to protect, 
preserve, and enhance 
our steelhead fishery. 
 
Karl Weixlmann 
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Habitat Project Review of Lake Erie Tributaries 



Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 
 

Karl Weixlmann's Catt Gold Nugget - 

Golden Stone Nymph 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Catt Gold Nugget 
 

Fly Type: Nymph 
Target Species: Steelhead, Salmon, Brown Trout 
Recommended Region: Anywhere in the Steelhead Alley 
Imitation: Golden Stoneflies 
 

Description 

I recently asked Karl Weixlmann for a suggestion on a fly for this 

column and he said he was just tying up one of his favorites, the 

Catt Gold Nugget. He said it is one of his most successful flies when 

fishing the Cattaraugus Creek in western New York.  The Catt is ap-

proximately 68 miles long, with over 34 miles of steelhead angling 

opportunities from Lake Erie to the Springville Dam. A portion of the 

stream is on the Seneca Nation land, and there you would need a 

license for the Reservation. Many of the Steelhead in the Catt are 

naturally reproduced. The Cattaraugus is much larger than our Erie 

County Streams, averaging over 100 feet wide. In his book “Great 

Lakes Steelhead, Salmon & Trout: Essential Techniques for Fly Fish-

ing the Tributaries” Karl mentioned the frequency of Golden Stone-

flies on the Catt and that he developed the Gold Nugget to imitate 

the golden stones there. Karl mentioned he has had a lot of success 

on the Catt as well on our local tribs with the Catt Gold Nugget. 

So here it is, dead drift it under an indicator in the winter, dead drift 

or swing it to active fish in the fall, or use smaller sizes for the spring 

steelhead.   
 

Catt Gold Nugget Recipe:  
 
Hook: Size 8 – 14; Standard nymph, down eye, heavy wire, 2xl such 
as a Daiichi 1710, Mustad R72 or 9671, or TMC 5262 
Bead: Gold Tungsten sized to hook (here I used a size 1/8” on a size 
10  hook). 
Weight: Optional lead wire wraps for additional weight. 
Thread: Chartreuse 3/0 or 6/0 
Tail: Around a dozen Hungarian Partridge fibers 
Rib: Chartreuse Wire   

Shellback: Mottled Turkey, coat with Liquid Fusion clear urethane 
adhesive & let dry 
Abdomen and thorax: Golden stone colored antron or any coarse 
dubbing (here I used Wapsi Antron Dubbing, Golden Stone) 
Legs: Prepare a Partridge feather by snipping the tip out so about 6
-8 fibers will be on each side.  
Like pictured here: 
 
 

 

 

Tying Instructions: 
 

1) Place properly sized bead on the hook and insert in vise. 

2) On the bigger size 8 and 10 you can dub a small ball of dubbing at 

the bend of the hook to help splay the tail fibers. On smaller flies a 

bump of thread will do. Tie in a clump of about a half dozen Hungar-

ian Partridge fibers about 3/4 of the hook shank length. 

3) Tie in the Shellback of Mottled Turkey pointed back over the tail 

at the tie in point of the tail with a few wraps. 

4) Tie in the wire for the ribbing on the abdomen. 

5) Dub the abdomen to 2/3 of the way up the shank and then draw 

the Turkey fibers forward to make a shellback. Bring the rib forward 

in 3-4 turns creating segmentation and tie off in front of the Turkey. 

Then draw the Turkey back and hold in place with a few wraps as in 

step 3. 

6) Dub the thorax. After dubbing the thorax tie in a prepared Hun-

garian Partridge feather for the legs (using the tip of the feather and 

notch out the middle so there are 6-8 fibers on each side), pulling 

half of the fibers to each side sloping down and back.  

7)  Pull the Turkey fibers forward and bind them right behind the 

bead to form a wingcase.  

8) Whip finish or half-hitch and apply a drop of glue to the thread. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If any Steelhead Association members have questions about a 
fly or wish to see a fly featured in this column of the newslet-
ter send an email to info@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly by Night 
Guy” in the subject line! 
 
       S Zacour 
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http://justonelastcast.blogspot.com/2013/01/karl-weixlmanns-catt-gold-nugget-golden.html
http://justonelastcast.blogspot.com/2013/01/karl-weixlmanns-catt-gold-nugget-golden.html
http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Lakes-Steelhead-Salmon-Trout/dp/0811735834/ref=la_B002TPXIDA_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1357839625&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Lakes-Steelhead-Salmon-Trout/dp/0811735834/ref=la_B002TPXIDA_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1357839625&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Lakes-Steelhead-Salmon-Trout/dp/0811735834/ref=la_B002TPXIDA_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1357839625&sr=1-1
mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com
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PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR  

BUSINESS MEMBERS! 
Click on links below to visit their site. 
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April 12th General Membership meeting Program 
 

Erie County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper will discuss the application to NOAA for the Lake Erie Quadrangle National Marine Sanctuary, at 

our PSA membership meeting on April 12: 
 

“In early 2015, County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper began the process of preparing a nomination application to NOAA for the Lake Erie 

Quadrangle National Marine Sanctuary.  The theme of the proposal is the protection of shipwrecks and their historic artifacts in Erie County, 

Pennsylvania’s portion of Lake Erie.  NOAA officially accepted Erie County’s NMS application in February, 2016 and placed it on the NMS 

inventory for potential designation.  County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper will explain the nomination process and discuss the significance of 

a NMS designation and what it would mean for our region.”    

What Is NOAA? NOAA stands for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. NOAA scientists study the skies and the oceans. 

Do you like to go to the beach? NOAA protects the coasts and beaches to make sure the sand and water are clean for you to play in.  

NOAA studies the fish in the ocean and protects whales, dolphins, and other marine mammals like sea lions and seals. 

Kathy Dahlkemper is the County Executive of Erie County, Pennsylvania. She previously served as a member of the U.S. House of Represent-

atives, representing the 3rd Congressional District of Pennsylvania from 2009 to 2011. She is a member of the NACo-NLC Task Force on the 

Opioid Epidemic, and she serves on the board of the County Executives of America and on the National Ocean Council’s Governance Coordi-

nating Committee. As Erie County Executive, she is working with public and private partners to build a more vibrant community, to create 

opportunities for all residents, and to move Erie County forward.  

http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html  

724-239-3855  

info@conveyorspecialties.com 
29 Kearns Spur | Bentleyville, PA 15314 |  

Fax: 724-239-3854 

P.O. Box 436, Zelienople,PA 16063 
 

Phone: (412) 734-3856 
Toll Free: (800) 801-3746 
Fax Number: (412) 894-9082 
 

General Information: fast-info@witkosupplies.com  
Sales: sales@witkosupplies.com  
Customer Support: witko-
support@witkosupplies.com 
 

Website: www.witkosupplies.com   

817-706-2506 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach   

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization 

 

 

 

 

 
Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
http://www.pasteelhead.com/
http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html
mailto:info@conveyorspecialties.com
mailto:fast-info@witkosupplies.com
mailto:sales@witkosupplies.com
mailto:witko-support@witkosupplies.com
mailto:witko-support@witkosupplies.com
http://www.witkosupplies.com
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/

